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1. Executive Summary 
The West Rand District Municipality is located within the western part 

of the Gauteng Province. It is surrounded by the Bojanala District 

Municipality to the north, the City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality 

to the north-east, the City of Johannesburg to the east and the 

Sedibeng District municipality to the north-east. The West Rand District 

consists of three local municipalities: Mogale City, Merafong City and 

Rand West City. It is located on the South Western edge of Gauteng 

Province and it is home to the famous Cradle of the Humankind World 

Heritage Site. 
 

West Rand District was officially declared a COVID 19 hotspot by the Gauteng Premier 

David Makhura due to the rapid increase in COVID 19 cases at the Anglo Ashanti 

Mponeng Mine in Merafong City. The total number of unemployed people within West 

Rand constitutes 9.55% of the total number of unemployed people in Gauteng Province. 

The West Rand District Municipality experienced an average annual increase of 8.53% 

in the number of unemployed people, which is worse than that of the Gauteng Province, 

which had an average annual increase in unemployment of 4.99%.  

 

The largest share of the population aged 20+ years in the local municipalities had 

attained a primary school qualification in 2017 (47.9% in Mogale City, 59.4% in 

Merafong City and 55.1% in Rand West City). In terms of the racial split, similar trends 

as at the district level were prevalent in educational attainment, with the African 

population group lagging behind in matric and tertiary qualifications. In 2017, Mogale 

City had the highest average share of the population aged 20+ years with tertiary 

qualification at 14.9%. It was followed by Merafong City (9.3%). Rand West City had the 

lowest share of the population, with a tertiary qualification, at 8.8%. 

 

In 2018, West Rand is estimated to have contributed about 3.8 per cent to the economic 

output of the province. The sector that predominately drives the economy of the district 

is mining. The West Rand's economy is expected to have been in recession in 2018, 

with growth contracting by 1.4 per cent from the 1 per cent in 2017. The decline in 

economic growth is owing to the decline in mining output. The mining sector, which 

accounts for roughly 30 per cent of economic activity in West Rand, is expected to have 

contracted by 8 per cent in 2018. Output in manufacturing and construction also 

contracted. 

 

With respect to the usefulness and reliability of performance reports in the West Rand 

District Region, only West Rand District Municipality has been commended by the 

Auditor-General in terms of keeping record of portfolios of evidence and enhanced 

reviews and oversight by the Monitoring and Evaluation unit. Nevertheless, internal 
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control deficiencies still need to be addressed in a sustainable manner to avoid 

regression in performance reporting.  

 

The province will be investing in the creation of new industries, new economic areas 

and new cities. The focus of these joint initiatives will be tourism, agriculture, and agro-

processing and renewable energy projects. This includes diversifying the West Rand 

economy away from reliance on mining to include bus manufacturing, agri-business and 

agro-processing, renewable energy and tourism. The pipeline of concrete projects 

includes: 

• The expansion of Busmark bus manufacturing plant  

• The Lanseria Airport expansion and the new Lanseria City Development  

• The Agro-processing Mega Park & Logistics Hub on the N12 highway and other 

private sector mega projects  

• These projects are pumping over R25 billion worth of investment into the western 

corridor. 
 
 
 

“THE FOCUS OF THESE JOINT INITIATIVES  
WILL BE TOURISM, AGRICULTURE,  

AND AGRO-PROCESSING AND RENEWABLE  
ENERGY PROJECTS.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Introduction: Brief Overview 
2.1 Location 

The West Rand District Municipality extends over 1 6331,7 Km2 from its 

seat in Randfontein. To its east it shares a boundary with the City of 

Johannesburg. To its west and south west it shares boundaries with 

the Bojanala Platinum District and Dr Kenneth Kaunda, of the North 

West Province. To the north east it shares boundaries with the City of 

Tshwane. To its south east it shares a boundary with Sedibeng District 

of Gauteng.  

 
West Rand District is located on the South Western edge of Gauteng Province and is 

traversed by major national roads, namely the N12 and N14. 
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2.2 Historical Perspective 

This was once the kraal and throne of the Ndebele Khosi Musi who ruled from 

eMhlangeni or Mohlakeng to beyond what is today the City of Tshwane. Mohlakeng in 

Randfontein was named after his father Mhlanga. The oldest human fossils are resident 

in this District which has parts of the Cradle of the Humankind World Heritage Site. 

These include the Fossil Hominid Sites of Sterkfontein, Swartkrans, Kromdraai and 

Environs. The Cradle of Humankind covers an area of over 47 000 hectares of privately 

owned land north west of Johannesburg. There are currently over 200 caves on the site, 

with possibly more to be discovered. There are 13 fossil sites which have been 

extensively examined and some have produced fossils of human ancestors and their 

relatives. A variety of stone tools used by human ancestors such as axes and scrapers 

have also been identified. 

 

The West Rand grew out of the discovery of gold in the area, although a greater part of 

this area remains rural and largely unspoilt, encompassing some of Gauteng’s most 

beautiful scenery and enviable weather. From as early as the late 1900’s, the area now 

known as the West Rand (as well as its surrounds) has been acclaimed for the rich gold 

that its mines have yielded. This led to an influx of people from all over Europe, who 

came to this “City of Gold” in search of their fortune.  
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Within the District, Fochville is the oldest town in the region, and was declared a town 

in 1951. The town Carletonville was named after Guy Carleton Jones, an engineer from 

the Gold Fields Ltd mining company, who played a prominent role in the discovery of 

the West Wits gold field, of which Carletonville forms a part. The mining company 

decided, in November 1946, to establish the town. Carletonville was proclaimed in 1948 

and attained Town Council Status on 1 July 1959. 

 

Part of the natural appeal of the West Rand is that much of it remains rural. It is fringed 

by the Magaliesberg Mountain Range, which is not only spectacular to look at, but 

historically and archaeologically priceless. These mountains are recognised as being 

the oldest in the world, far older than Mount Everest. The Walter Sisulu Botanical 

Gardens provide a haven of tranquillity within the hustle and bustle of Johannesburg. It 

comprises nearly 300 hectares of manicured gardens and ranges from grasslands and 

savannahs to the rich foliage found on river banks. The gorgeous town of Florida Hills 

is part of the West Rand in the Greater Johannesburg Metropolitan Municipality.  

 
 

2.3 Spatial Status   

The West Rand District Municipality (WRDM) is a Category C municipality located in the 

west of the Gauteng Province and consists of three local municipalities: Merafong, 

Mogale and Rand West City Local Municipalities. 
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Merafong City, is the largest of the three municipalities in the district, making up almost 

half of the landmass. This is the mining core of the District with mining constituting over 

50% of Gross Value Add (GVA). The oldest town in the district is Fochville and the town 

of Carletonville was named after Guy Carleton Jones, an engineer from the Gold Fields 

Ltd mining company, who played a prominent role in the discovery of the West Wits gold 

field, of which Carletonville forms a part. Its boundaries enclose some of the richest gold 

mines in the world. The municipality is situated about 65km from Johannesburg and is 

serviced by a number of major roads, including the N12 from Johannesburg to Cape 

Town and the N14, which is the main road between Gauteng and Mahikeng (previously 

Mafikeng) via Ventersdorp. The area size of the municipality is 1631, 7km². Formerly a 

cross-border municipality, the entire municipality was transferred to the North West 

Province following the abolition of cross-border municipalities by an amendment to the 

South African Constitution in 2005. The municipality was part of the North West Province 

from 2005 to 2009, when it was reincorporated into the Gauteng Province by another 

amendment to the Constitution, following often violent protests in the township of 

Khutsong. 

 

Mogale City is largely rural but has an urban core complex which forms part of a band 

of development stretching from the Johannesburg Inner City. It lies directly south and 

west of the City of Tshwane and City of Johannesburg Metropolitan areas respectively. 

To the north, south and west it shares boundaries with the Madibeng, Rand West City 

and Rustenburg Local Municipalities, respectively. The rural environment is 

characterised by prominent features: the Magaliesburg and Witwatersberg Ranges in 

the north-west. Rural towns in Mogale City are Tarlton, Magaliesburg and Hekpoort, 

located in the west. The northern part of Mogale City comprises the bulk of the Cradle 

of Humankind World Heritage Site. The areas to the south of Krugersdorp, namely 

Kagiso, Azaadville and Rietvallel (referred to as the Kagiso complex), are predominantly 

disadvantaged settlements with more limited access to service and facilities. The Kagiso 

complex is physically separated from Krugersdorp’s urban areas by an extensive mining 

belt that runs roughly in an east-west direction through the area. Mogale City's strongest 

functional urban linkage is with the City of Johannesburg. Krugersdorp and the greater 

Kagiso area. Key cities or towns are Krugersdorp, Magaliesburg and Muldersdrift. 

Although mining is the core of the GVA transport, energy, manufacturing, tourism and 

agriculture are key drivers.  

 

Rand West City came into existence after the merger of two municipalities (Randfontein 

and Westonaria) after the Local Government Elections that that took place in August 

2016. The spatial structure of the Rand West City Local Municipality is characterised by 

dispersed urban structures consisting of various urban areas, and mining villages 

spread across the entire municipal area. The N12 National Road and the R28 Provincial 

Road, as well as the railway line, provide easy access to the area. Goods and services 
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can reach markets and airports easily. The Bus Rapid Transport (BRT) node from 

Lenasia also makes it a valued area of choice to reside in. 
  

3. Social Development Profile 
 

3.1 Key Demographics 

3.1.1 Population 

In 2019 the West Rand District had a population of 889 731 people and 

housed 6.1% of the total population in the Province. The population 

had been growing at about 1% between 2009 and 2010 with an incline 

of 1,2% in 2011. From then the population growth rate declined by 0,1% 

reaching 1% in 2015. From that year the population growth rate 

increased by 0,1%, growing at 1,2% between 2017 and 2019.  
 

With regard to the local municipalities within the District, Mogale City Local Municipality 

increased the most in terms of population, with an average annual growth rate of 1.7%, 

Rand West City Local Municipality had the second highest growth in terms of its 

population, with an average annual growth rate of 1.1% and Merafong City Local 

Municipality had the lowest average annual negative growth rate of -0.42% relative to 

the other municipalities within the West Rand District Municipality. It is projected that by 

2030 there will be just over 1 million citizens in the district. 
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3.1.2 Gender, Age and Race 

52% of the population are women, with Mogale City having 51% men, Rand West 52% 

and Merafong 54%. The median age in the District is 30, with 66% of the population 

being of the working age of between 18 and 64 years. 

 

 
 

The figure below shows the population pyramid of the West Rand District by gender for 

2009 and 2018. The increase in population was accounted for by a rise in the age 

cohorts 05 – 09, 10 – 14 and 40 - 44 and above. Males between 45 and 69 years of age 

are significantly higher than the national average, whilst females above the age 59 are 

of a lower rate than the national average.  

 

 
 

The District Municipality's population consisted of 81.52% African (697 000), 14.77% 
White (126 000), 2.61% Coloured (22 300) and 1.10% Asian (9 430) people.  
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3.1.3 Households 

According to the Community Survey conducted in 2016, West Rand district has total of 

330 573 households with an average size of 2.5 per household. 22.6% of the 

households in the district live in informal dwellings, 61% in formal structures and 8% are 

backyard dwellers.  

 
 

3.1.4 Child Headed 

According to the Community Survey conducted in 2016, the West Rand District has 1 

481 households that are headed by children under the age of 18 years old. 45% of these 

households live in houses while 38.5% of these children live in informal dwellings.  

 

 
 

3.1.5 Women Headed   

In the West Rand District Municipality, 37.1% of households are headed by women. 
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3.2 Health Profile  

The leading cause amongst children under 1 year are communicable maternal neonatal 

and nutritional diseases, these include diarrheal diseases, lower respiratory infections 

and pre term birth complications. This is the case for both females and males. The 

picture is the same for those aged between 1 and 4 years, but fir that the leading one 

for females is lower respiratory infections and for makes diarrheal diseases. The leading 

cause of death for females aged between 5 and 14 are communicable with TB (12,4%), 

HIV/AIDS (11,6%) and lower respiratory infections (11,5%) being the top 3 leading. For 

males in that age category it is injuries and Non Communicable Diseases which are the 

leading causes of death. 11,6% die because of drowning, 11,8% because of lower 

respiratory disease and 11,1% because of HIV/AIDS. The leading cause of death for 

females aged between 15 and 24 are HIV and TB 37% whereas for males it is injuries 

with 22,6% of deaths related to interpersonal violence, 14,2% due to accidental threats 

to breathing and 11,5% to mechanical forces. For both males and females aged 

between 25 and 64 the leading causes are TB and HIV/AIDS as well as lower respiratory 

diseases. Heart diseases, hypertension and lower respiratory infections are the leading 

cause of death for those who are 65 years and above.  

 

 
 

The District has 66 health care facilities with 40 of them located in Mogale City. 

 

West Rand DM Mogale City LM Rand West 
City LM 

Merafong 
City LM 

WRDM 
Total 

Hospitals/Clinics/Healthcare 

Services  

40 17 9 66 

 
There are 45 clinics; 18 are in Mogale City, 14 are in Rand West City and13 are in 
Merafong City. There are 3 Community Health Care facilities 2 are in Rand West City 
and the other is in Merafong. There are 2 district hospitals 1 in Mogale City and the 
other in Merafong and there is one regional hospital in Mogale City. The balance are 
other facilities which include private healthcare facilities concentrated in Mogale City. 
These are complemented by 95 Ward Based teams.  
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3.3 COVID 19   

West Rand District was officially declared a COVID-19 hotspot by the Gauteng Premier 

David Makhura due to the rapid increase in COVID-19 cases at the Anglo Ashanti 

Mponeng Mine in Merafong City. By 11 June 2020 there were 584 cases, 637 recoveries 

with 6 deaths, the table below provides a breakdown of positive cases and recoveries 

in the West Rand District.  

 
West Rand District COVID Cases Breakdown (As of 11 June 2020) 

 
Sub-District  Cases % of Cases Recoveries 

Sub- District 

Mogale City 176 30.1 44
4 

Rand West City 72 12.3 15 

Merafong City 282 48.3 178 

Unallocated 54 9.2  

Total 584 100 637 

 
The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) in collaboration with Albert 

Luthuli Centre for Responsible leadership have developed a set of COVID-19 

Vulnerability Indicators using available data and knowledge. It identifies vulnerabilities 

present in communities and identifying areas in need of targeted coordinated 

interventions and early response. The purpose of the indicators is intended to support 

the early prevention/mitigation and preparedness phase of the disaster management 

cycle and informing disaster management decision making. It is not based on 

epidemiological modelling but a response to highlighting intervention areas due to 

underlying situation. The composition of the index follows two main factors, namely: 

transmission potential and health susceptibility.  

 

Transmission potential areas identify areas that prevent social distancing to be practiced 

and where limitations of practicing good basic hygiene. The health susceptibility index 

denotes areas where large number of people are potential more susceptible to being 

adversely affected by COVID-10 due to factors such as age and underlying health 

conditions. The West Rand District vulnerability profile is presented below.  The map 

shows low vulnerability areas (blue dotted areas) versus areas with higher vulnerability 

(red dotted areas) 

 

 

 

 

“THE LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH FOR FEMALES AGED 

BETWEEN 5 AND 14 ARE COMMUNICABLE WITH TB 
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(12,4%), HIV/AIDS (11,6%) AND LOWER RESPIRATORY 

INFECTIONS (11,5%) BEING THE TOP 3 LEADING.” 
 

 
 

Consistent with vulnerability (including poverty and unemployment), limited access to 

healthcare, and population density the Mandela Setction in Rand West displays high 

vulnerability. In Merafong it is Khutsong extension 1 and in Mogale City it is the 

townships of Munsiville as well as the localities of Beckdam and Father Gerard.  

 

Area specific live GIS vunerability maps are available curtosy of CSIR at:  

https://pta-gis-2-web1.csir.co.za/portal2/apps/opsdashboard/#/390a74fb10844c7a85396e60555a866d 

 

The Table below indicates the allocation of housing units in Merafong in response to the 
COVID 19 housing challenges. 
 

INFORMAL 
SETTLEMENT 

TARGETED 
INTERVENTION 

COMPLETION 
DATE 

IMPLEMENTING 
AGENT 

ACHIEVED 
ACTION 

Khutsong and 
Kokosi 

Allocation of 1500 
completed units in Elijah 
Barayi to qualifying 
beneficiaries  

The allocation and 
resettlement 
process for the 805 
beneficiaries will be 
concluded by 10 
June 2020 

GP: DHS (and HDA 
for relocation) 

1500 units complete with 
services  
 
Identification of 
beneficiaries – the 
beneficiary list is available 

https://pta-gis-2-web1.csir.co.za/portal2/apps/opsdashboard/#/390a74fb10844c7a85396e60555a866d
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Approved Relocation Plan 
 
33 families confirmed 

 
As provided in the table below, the West Rand has 11 8625ha cemetery space. 

However, the preparation of sites will be based on the National plan for management of 

mass burials. The District also indicated that that plans to conduct EIA in Magalies new 

site are underway in Mogale City. 

 
Cemetery space and crematoria 

District Available Cemetery 
Space 

Crematoria Cremators  Daily capacity  

West Rand 11 8625ha 2 No information  22  

 
Distribution of water tanks and tankers  

The Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) Command Centre Progress Report for 10 June 

indicates the progress in the provision of water tanks and tankers in West Rand District. 

 

DWS 10 June 2020 - cumulative progress on water tanks 

Province Number of 
tanks allocated 

Tanks 
delivered 

Tanks 
installed 

Tanks in 
use 

Number 
of 

tankers 
allocated 

Tankers 
delivered 

Tankers in 
use 

West Rand 555 678 567 669  19 10 

 

Quarantine sites  
In the Gauteng (with five districts), 253 facilities were identified, allowing for 33 763 

beds. After assessment, 39 of these sites were compliant, and 9 298 beds available. 

After compliance was confirmed, 15 quarantine facilities were activated, correlating to 

5.92% of the identified sites that are used for quarantine and isolation purposes. There 

were 3 280 people currently in quarantine in Gauteng. Per district, the following number 

of facilities were identified: City of Johannesburg (14), Tshwane (13), Ekurhuleni (10), 

West Rand (3). 

 
DISTRICT  TOWN   SITE State-

owned or 
Private 

NO OF 
BEDS 

AVAILABLE 

STATUS 
OF 

FACILITY 

Activated 
Site 

West_Rand Muldersdrift South Bush Boho 
Hotes 

Private 152 Not 
assessed 

Pending 

West_Rand Carletonville Fountains 
Hospital 

State-Owned 113 DOH 
Compliant 

Pending 

West_Rand Westonaria 
Nkululeko Hostel 

State-Owned 556 DOH 
Compliant 

Pending 

 
 



 PROFILE: WEST RAND DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY 

 

 

18 

3.4 Poverty Dimensions 

3.4.1  Distribution  

In 2018, there were 427 000 or 48% of people were living in poverty, using the upper 

poverty line definition, this is 4.78% higher than the 408 000 in 2008. The percentage 

of people living in poverty has decreased from 51.36% in 2008 to 48.26% in 2018, which 

indicates a decrease of 3.1 percentage points. The figure below indicates the 

percentage of people living in poverty in the 3 Local Municipalities. 

 

 
 

3.4.2 Inequality 

In 2019, the Gini coefficient in West Rand District Municipality was at 0.62. The 
average annual income is R57 500 which is almost double of the South African rate, 
however over 31% of the population earns less than R20 000 per annum of which 
under 36% earn under R4 800 per annum. Half the population earn less than R40 000 
per annum and 71% earn less than R75 000 per annum.  
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3.4.3 Employment/Unemployment 

About half of the economically active population is employed. With 75% of those 

employed being employed in the formal sector and 10% in the informal sector. The 

majority of the employed are in the mining sector. 

 

 
 

In 2018, there were a total number of 200 000 people unemployed in West Rand, which 

is an increase of 115 000 from 84 600 in 2008. The total number of unemployed people 

constitutes 9.75% of the total number of unemployed people in Gauteng. The West 

Rand District Municipality experienced an average annual increase of 8.98% in the 

number of unemployed people, which is worse than that of the Gauteng Province which 

had an average annual increase in unemployment of 5.16%. 

 

In 2018, the unemployment rate in West Rand District Municipality (based on the official 

definition of unemployment) was 46.58%, which is an increase of 22.6 percentage 

points. The unemployment rate in West Rand District Municipality is higher than that of 

Gauteng. The unemployment rate for South Africa was 27.31% in 2018, which is an 

increase of -3.72 percentage points from 23.59% in 2008. 

 

3.4.4 Crime 

For the period 2008/2009 to 2018/2019 overall crime has decrease at an average 

annual rate of 2.86% within the West Rand District Municipality. Violent crime 

decreased by 2.98% since 2008/2009, while property crimes decreased by 2.11% 

between the 2008/2009 and 2018/2019 financial years. 

 
 

3.5 Education and Skills Profile 

Within West Rand District Municipality, the number of people without any schooling 

decreased from 2008 to 2018 with an average annual rate of -5.37%, while the number 

of people within the 'matric only' category, increased from 139,000 to 190,000. The 

number of people with 'matric and a certificate/diploma' increased with an average 

annual rate of 2.94%, with the number of people with a 'matric and a Bachelor's' degree 

increasing with an average annual rate of 4.88%. Overall improvement in the level of 

education is visible with an increase in the number of people with 'matric' or higher 

education. 
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The table below shows educational attainment for the share of population aged 20+ 

years in 2017 in the West Rand. As indicated, the African population group was less 

qualified in terms of the attainment of both matric and tertiary qualifications compared 

with other population groups. In terms of no schooling and primary education, Africans 

still had the highest share of people in those educational categories, which is higher 

than the district average. 

 
Highest Educational Attainment for People Aged 20+ by Population Group 2017 

 
West Rand African White Coloured Asian Total 

No Schooling Number 19 449 347 272 105 20 172 

Percent of total 4.3% 0.4% 1.9% 1.7% 3.6% 

Primary Number 262 996 25 334 8 339 2 151 298 820 

Percent of total 58.1% 27.0% 58.4% 33.9% 52.7% 

Matric Number 129 945 44 139 4 562 2 764 181 411 

Percent of total 28.7% 47.1% 32.0% 43.6% 32.0% 

Tertiary Number 40 058 23 985 1 105 1 320 66 468 

Percent of total 8.9% 25.6% 7.7% 20.8% 11.7% 

Total Number 452 449 93 806 14 277 6 340 566 872 
Source: IHS Markit, 2019 

 
Overall, at the district level, the majority of the population aged 20+ years had attained 

primary qualification at 52.7%. About 32% attained matric and only 11.7% had a tertiary 

qualification. The number of people without any schooling in West Rand District 

Municipality accounts for 7.63% of the number of people without schooling in the 

province and a total share of 0.86% of the national. In 2018, the number of people in 

West Rand District Municipality with a matric only was 190,000 which is a share of 

5.51% of the province's total number of people that has obtained a matric. The number 

of people with a matric and a Postgrad degree constitutes 3.27% of the province and 

1.30% of the national. 
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A comparison between the local municipalities on the graph above indicates that, in 

2017, Mogale City had the highest average share of the population with a tertiary 

qualification at 14,9%, followed by Merafong City at 9,3%.  Rand West City had the 

lowest share of the population with tertiary qualification at 8,8%.  Primary school 

qualification formed the largest share of attainment across all the locals. 
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4. Drivers Of The Economy 
 

4.1 Structure of the Economy  

The West Rand's economy was in recession in 2018, with growth 

contracting by 1.4 per cent from the 1 per cent in 2017. The decline in 

economic growth is owing to the decline in mining output. The mining 

sector, which accounts for roughly 30 per cent of economic activity in 

West Rand, contracted by 7,2 per cent in 2018. Output in manufacturing 

and construction also contracted. The economy of West Rand has 

been negatively affected by the distressed mining sector owing to 

declining gold reserves, continuously rising input costs and the 

stagnant international price of gold. 
 
 

4.2 Primary Sector 

The agricultural and mining sector in West Rand are the biggest driver of economic 

activity. Mining output accounts for 29.2 per cent of West Rand’s economic output in 

2018. Thus, a decline in mining output has serious implications for growth in the region. 

Mining declined to -8 per cent in 2018, from a contraction of 6.3 per cent in 2017. As 

previously mentioned, continuously rising input costs and a stagnant gold price are 

some of the factors that have contributed to this negative outcome. 

 

In Merafong City, the primary sector accounted for 44.7 per cent of activity in the 

municipality. Much of this was attribute to mining activity (43.7 per cent). Growth in 

mining output contracted again in 2018, by 7.2 per cent. This is better than the 12.2 per 

cent contraction in 2017. Other sectors in which output declined in 2018 in Merafong 

City were manufacturing, construction and agriculture. Although at a slower pace than 

in the previous year, output is anticipated to grow in the finance, trade and government 

services sectors in 2020, but for the impact of COVID-19. 

 

Mining output has decreased in Rand West City by 8.6 per cent. Other sectors 

anticipated to contract include manufacturing and construction. Within the tertiary 

sector, there was a broad-base slowdown in output. Output in the trade sector is 

expected to slow by 0.4 per cent and by 1.4 per cent in government services. Output 

growth in both the trade and finance sectors is expected to slow to 0.5 per cent. 

 

 

4.3 Secondary Sector  
Manufacturing, construction and electricity form the secondary sector of the District. 

Mogale City Local Municipality is the economic driver of the district, including as it does 

the town of Krugersdorp. Krugersdorp has considerable manufacturing capacity and has 
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a motor-sports racing track that attracts international drag-racing events. Tourism in the 

district is mostly located within the surrounds of Mogale City. Significant tourist 

attractions include the Cradle of Humankind, the Magalies Meander, the Sterkfontein 

caves and the Krugersdorp Game Reserve. 

 

However, the slow pace of economic growth in Mogale City could be attributed to 

contractions in the manufacturing and construction sectors which, together, accounted 

for 23.7% of economic activity in 2018. Manufacturing output is expected to have 

declined by 0.1 per cent and construction by 0.2%. Sectors where output is expected to 

have risen in 2018 include government services (1.7%) and trade (0.8%). 

 
4.4 Tertiary Sector  
Government services and finance are the second and third largest contributors to 

economic activity in the West Rand, respectively. Government services is estimated to 

contribute 19.8 per cent to the West Rand's economy in 2018 and finance, 14.4 per 

cent. Thus, the slow output growth in the finance sector (0.7 per cent) in 2018 did not 

bode well for the district's economy. Output of the government services sector is 

expected to have increased by 1.3 per cent but, because the improvement was 

marginal, it was not sufficient to pull West Rand out of recession. Manufacturing, which 

also accounts for a noticeable share of economic activity in the district, is expected to 

have declined by 0.3 per cent in 2018. 

 
4.5 Informal Economy   
 
There is also little support for the informal economy, while township economies are 

unable to retain local spending power. Many of the challenges are as a result of 

insufficient institutional capacity and lack of strong instruments for implementation. 

There is a wide variety of economic activities that can be pursued in the township 

economy. The WRDM should actively promote the establishment of as many as 

possible of these enterprises within the settlement areas in order to promote economic 

development and job creation. 

 

 
 

“THE AGRICULTURAL AND MINING SECTOR 
 IN WEST RAND ARE THE BIGGEST DRIVER  

OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY.” 
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5. .Service Delivery  
5.1  Water and Sanitation 

According to the 2016 Community Survey shows that 91.9% of West 

Rand District Municipality residents are getting water from a regional or 

local service provider. Only 59.2% of households have piped water 

inside yard, whilst 24.3% of households receive piped water outside the 

dwelling, 6.9% receive piped water on a community stand and 3.6% in a 

community tap. 

 

West Rand District Water provision 

 

 

According to the Community Survey, the Municipalities in the West Rand District 

provide sewer services to 730 073 (87.1%) households and has a backlog of 6202 

(0.7%) households without proper sanitation. 85.5% of the population have access to 

flush or chemical toilets, while 8.5% have to rely on a pit toilet. Access to chemical 

toilets is at 1.6%, higher than the rate in Gauteng Province at 1.3 and lower than rate 

in South Africa of 5%.  

 

 

“PAST EXPERIENCES IN THE REGION HAVE 

HIGHLIGHTED THE DOLOMITIC LIMITATIONS AFFECTING 

THE MUNICIPAL AREA, ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO 

TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT.” 
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Sanitation provision 

 

 

5.2 Human Settlements  

Scattered un-proclaimed settlements dot the central mining belt and proclaimed 

townships are located close to the belt on the northern and southern side. This scattered 

settlement pattern is a result of under-regulated mining surface rights, where mining 

companies established mining dormitory villages without any regards for post mining 

use and the municipalities governing these spaces did not apply proper spatial logic. 

Some settlements such as Khutsong are far removed from economic opportunities and 

others such as Blybank and Wedela are currently located close to mining operations, 

which will not be sustained indefinitely.  

 

Merafong City is affected by the occurrence of dolomite within the municipal area. Past 

experiences in the region have highlighted the dolomitic limitations affecting the 

municipal area, especially with regard to township development. The informal 

settlements located in the periphery of Khutsong have access to basic services such as 

water, sanitation and high mast lighting, whereas the informal settlements located on 

farm land around the Carletonville area, basically only have access to water and basic 

sanitation. All of these areas are however subject to dolomite conditions, and in terms 

of SANS 1936, no informal structures may be permitted on dolomitic land. In situ 

upgrade of such informal settlements is therefore not an option, and all of these informal 

settlements need to be relocated to suitable safe land. 

 

Merafong City is experiencing problems with aging ‘wet services’ which can lead to 

sinkhole formation. Over the past three (3) years, Merafong City experienced shut down 

of bulk water infrastructure due to formation of sinkholes in the areas of Carletonville 

and Khutsong. Two reservoirs had to be decommissioned (Carletonville & Khutsong) 
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upon being discovered that they are affected by the sinkholes at their bases. A pipeline 

was affected at Adatta, feeding Welverdiend and Khutsong ext.5.  

The above situation led to the municipality declaring a state of disaster to National 

Disaster Management in 2016. The declaration assisted the municipality in obtaining 

funding to rehabilitate some of the sinkholes that were major and affecting the 

infrastructure negatively. The funding assisted although it was not sufficient to fully 

address the matter. The municipality continuously applies for further funding to the 

relevant disaster offices to address the matter. The funding does not come in bulk as 

desired but rehabilitation of sinkholes is prioritised according to their urgency. The 

resettlement of Khutsong to safer geological land has received major attention and is 

adopted as a Presidential Project. 

 

West Rand District Municipality had a total number of 330 573 (61% of total 

households) living in very formal dwelling units, 22.6% of total households living in 

informal dwelling units.  

 

 

5.3 Waste Management  

In West Rand District Municipality, 696 568 (83.1%) of households receive refuse 

disposal from a local authority, private company or community members. 81% receive 

formal refuse removal from the Municipality thus leaving a shortfall of 44,606 (5.3%) 

households which are not being serviced. 3.5% rely on their own dump whilst 3.1% 

make use of a communal dump. 

 

Waste Management 
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5.4 Roads and Transport  

Taxis dominate the public transport operations in the District. Bus transport in the district 

is very limited with no subsidised commuter services, apart from contracted learner 

transport services that are provided in the predominantly rural area. Commuter rail 

services operate in the West Rand and these connect the far western side of the region 

(Merafong City) with the City of Johannesburg. There are train services operating in 

Mogale City and Westonaria.  

 

The Lanseria airport node is an important development for the entire region and could 

influence the development of the K29 corridor. The total road network of Mogale City is 

1,100 km and made up of 960 km of paved roads and 140 km of gravel roads. The road 

network can be broken down further into 100km of main arterial roads and 1000km of 

tertiary roads. Main arterial roads are the city-to-city roads whereas tertiary roads are 

roads within the built-up areas. Gravel roads are in the rural areas and with a small 

number of unpaved roads in the old townships. 

 

 

“THE RESETTLEMENT OF KHUTSONG  
TO SAFER GEOLOGICAL LAND HAS RECEIVED  

MAJOR ATTENTION AND IS ADOPTED AS  
A PRESIDENTIAL PROJECT.” 

 

 

5.5 Electricity  

West Rand District Municipality had a total number of 5 590 (2.06%) households with 

electricity for lighting only, 224 000 (82.36%) households had electricity for lighting and 
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other purposes and a total number of 42 400 (15.58%) households did not use 

electricity. The local municipality within West Rand with the highest number of 

households with electricity for lighting and other purposes is Mogale City Local 

Municipality with 110 000 or a share of 49.15% of the households with electricity for 

lighting and other purposes within West Rand District Municipality. The local 

municipality with the lowest number of households with electricity for lighting and other 

purposes is Merafong City Local Municipality with a total of 50 200 or a share of 22.42% 

of the total households with electricity for lighting and other purposes within West Rand 

District Municipality. 

 

Areas where Mogale City is unable to provide electricity are Tarlton, 

Hekpoort/Kromdraai, and Munsieville, with 30%, 31.7% and 77.8 % access to 

electricity, respectively. The figures are below the City’s average access of 68% to 

electricity, as these areas are unproclaimed in terms of SPLUMA regulations. 
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6. Governance And Management 
6.1 Municipality Performance 

The West Rand District Municipality has obtained an unqualified audit 

opinion for the following the 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17 and 17/18 

financial years. Merafong Local Municipality obtained an unqualified 

audit opinion in the last four financial years. Mogale City Local 

Municipality obtained a clean audit in 2014/15 and unqualified audit 

opinions in the 2015/16, 2016/17 and 2017/18 financial years. Rand 

West Local Municipality obtained an unqualified audit opinion for the 

2016/17 and 2017/18 financial years. 

 

6.2 Municipal Capacity 

The vacancy rates for the District and Local Municipalities in 2014/15,2015/16, 2016/17 

and 2017/18 financial years respectively: 

 
Table 7: Municipal Capacity 

Municipality 2014/15 FY 2015/16 FY 2016/17 FY 2017/18 FY 

West Rand 

District 

Municipality 

63 157 0 2 

Merafong Local 

Municipality 

771 991 666 847 

Mogale City Local 

Municipality 

326 355 567 143 

Rand West Local 

Municipality 

- - 0 0 
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7. Projects To Diversify And Grow  
People And The Economy  

7.1   Social Development Projects  

From a community safety perspective, the District implemented all its 

safety programs in terms of the District Community Safety Plan, 

Regional Crime Prevention Strategy which is in concurrence with the 

National and Provincial Crime Prevention Strategies, Chapter 12  of  the  

National  Development  Plan,  the  White  Paper  on  Safety  and  

Security,  The Municipal Systems Act Chapter 2 (4) and all these 

primary legal and policy provisions are informed by Section 52 (1) (d) 

of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa. The following 

programs and campaigns were conducted which formed significant 

part of the safety plan: 
 

– Victim empowerment in muldersdrift 

– 8 Substance abuse and schools safety programs in the following schools : Lukhanyo  

– Secondary School; Kamogelo Primary School; Wedela Technical School; 

Matlhasedi Primary School; Die Poort Primary School; Magalies Group of schools; 

Zuurbekom Primary school; and Lodirile Secondary School 

– 3 Rural safety meetings were c0nvened in Magaliesburg in line with implementation 

of the rural safety plans 

– 1 By-Law enforcement in West Village Mogale on the eradication of illegal dumping 

 

7.2 Spatial Development  

Spatial planning and development management should focus on prioritizing 

development and investment in accordance with the WRDM nodal hierarchy. 

 

It is important to define a strategic range of well-located activity nodes in the district with 

the very specific purpose to guide and direct public and private investment towards 

these areas (spatial targeting), and to optimise agglomeration benefits to be derived 

from such clustering of activities. The map below provides a spatial representation of 

the priority development areas in West Rand District. 

 

 

“SPATIAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  
MANAGEMENT IN SHOULD FOCUS ON PRIORITIZING 

DEVELOPMENT AND INVESTMENT IN ACCORDANCE 
 WITH THE WRDM NODAL HIERARCHY.” 
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The Primary, Secondary and Rural nodes serve as focal points for attracting retail, office 

and medium to higher density residential uses, as well as commercial and light industrial 

activity. Activity nodes    are also important public transport destinations. In this context 

the nodal system also influences the district public transport network as it determines 

the major destinations to be served by such system and the movement desire lines 

linking these nodes to one another. 

 

Key spatial issues that emerged from Mogale City assessment studies: 

• The spatial plan does not manage for balanced, inclusive and sustainable 

development at scale envisaged for area south of N14. 

• There is a risk that developer-driven greenfield development rolls out in absence of 

a spatially coherent economic strategy, resulting in a new office/retail nucleus in 

the Muldersdrift area competing with the municipality’s historic business core and 

potentially draining its economic vitality. 

• The preoccupation with the rapid development south of N14 may crowd out limited 

financial resources for economic infrastructure provision, planning and urban 

management capacity required for the regeneration of the historic business core. 

• Large-scale greenfield development may under certain circumstances be justified 

as a means to boost revenue for redistributive purposes. In this case, however, the 

inability to provide services combined with general organisational inefficiencies may 

limit redistributive potential of supporting large-scale greenfield development, i.e. 

all resources could be absorbed in supporting this new growth, at the expense of 
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being able to apply the fruits of additional income in addressing existing backlogs 

or supporting new subsidized housing development 

 

7.3 Infrastructure Projects 

On Infrastructure Development, the District has an embedded challenge around the 

state of infrastructure which puts a strain in an effort to effectively and timeously meet 

the demands and needs of communities. With regards to Bulk Infrastructure for Human 

Settlement, there are numerous Human Settlement Developments planned to the 

undertaken in the District. It is expected that the local municipalities would provide Bulk 

Infrastructure to supply these Developments with Services. However, the locals do not, 

in the main, have spare capacity to provide these Services neither do they have the 

funds to install the Bulk as required. 

  

It is proposed that the locals utilise the MIG / USDG to provide the Bulk Infrastructure, 

however, due to other demands as indicated earlier the LM’s require these Grants to 

sustain existing infrastructure. 

 

Another funding model needs to be developed to ensure that there is adequate Bulk 

Services available to service Human Settlement Developments. Perhaps a holistic 

approach needs to be adopted where provision is made for the Development inclusive 

of Bulk Services. The Table below indicates the key infrastructure projects in the local 

municipalities in the District. 

 

Key Infrastructure Projects 

Municipality Project Description  Budget FY 19/20 

Rand West City 
LV Networks: ELECTRIFICATION OF INFORMAL 

SETTLEMENT (ZENZELE) 
R 136.8 million 

Mogale City 

Ums-Hartleys Extension Of Bulk Water Pipeline & 

Installation Of Communal Water Stand Pipes 

_Pwds 

R 51.5 million 

Merafong City 
Mining Town Allocation/Upgrading Water And 

Sewer Infrastructure 
R 46.9 million 

 

 

 

“ANOTHER FUNDING MODEL NEEDS TO BE  
DEVELOPED TO ENSURE THAT THERE IS ADEQUATE  
BULK SERVICES AVAILABLE TO SERVICE HUMAN 

SETTLEMENT DEVELOPMENTS.” 
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7.4 Economic Projects  

The District seeks to promote regional economic development and growth by prioritising 

economic development project. Below are proposed economic projects: 

Municipality Economic development project 
Estimated budget FY 
20/21 

Merafong 

Merafong GDS identified diversification projects. 

Feasibility study solar park and bio-energy park in 
progress (GIFA) 

R6.5 million 

Mogale 
Farmer Support: Mechanisation Programme 
+500ha of land cultivated 2 tractors allocated 

R300 000.00 

Rand West City Bekkersdal- Construction of new business hive R8.9 million 

 

7.5 Environmental forecast  

The Witwatersrand mining belt is characterised by three mining areas called the ‘West’, 

‘Central’ and ‘East’ Rand. Creating a landscape of barren and unsafe spaces, mine 

waste affects common environmental resources such as air and water. The surfacing of 

acid mine drainage decant in the West Rand (in 2002) demonstrates the limited 

capabilities of the Witwatersrand’s hydrological and ecological systems to buffer the 

effects of contamination. Mine residue areas constitute large sections of wasteland in 

Merafong City, Westonaria, Randfontein, Johannesburg and Ekurhuleni.  

 

Communities live unaware of both the short- and long-term effects of mining waste on 

their health and immediate environment. Using contaminated mine water for bathing, 

watering crops, recreation, and landscaping` has become an intrinsic part of the lives of 

those who live beside a mine dump. Often located close to impoverished communities, 

the legacy of mine waste contamination continues to disrupt the lives of the financially 

vulnerable who have less capacity to offset the effects of mining waste on their health 

and wellbeing than their more privileged compatriots do. Moreover, the said 

communities are also often located on unstable ground such as dolomitic land. 

 

Tailings containing iron pyrites (the source of acid-mine drainage) and large amounts of 

cyanide have been unlawfully disposed of in a mine pit. Potential catastrophes like the 

collapse of slime dams, specifically those next to Kagiso, may result in serious surface 

water contamination and loss of life of in the neighbouring communities (e.g. Sinqobile 

and Kagiso hostels). Sinkholes develop in river systems due to dolomitic instability, 

which may cause channelling of surface pollution into ground water resources. 

Geological faults and dykes that cross-river systems may divert surface water pollutants 

to ground water resources. Septic tanks/french drains are used where bulk water borne 
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sewage is not available (e.g. in rural areas). Inappropriate subdivisions, consent uses, 

rezoning, and township establishments result in a higher pollution risk to ground water 

resources. 

 
The Map below shows the main environmental structuring/form giving elements relevant 

to the West Rand District Municipality which include the following:  

• Existing and proposed protected areas and areas of high biodiversity (Cradle of 

Humankind)  

• The high potential agricultural land in the WRDM 

• The dolomitic areas which cover the bulk of the central parts of the district. 

 
The WRDM is prone to a myriad of extreme climate events of which the most important 

are the following: 

• Increased temperature with increased number of very hot days, heat wave days 

and high fire-danger days, and 

• Irregular and below average rainfall which will have a major impact on the WRDM 

in terms of stormwater management. 

 
Mitigation Interventions are recommended in the WRDM area are the following: 

• Establish a proper Environmental Management Unit within the District in order 

to ensure the long term efficient management of the environment. 

• A proper Environmental Management Unit needs to be put in place within the 

District  to ensure the long term efficient management of the environment. 

• Implement Climate Change adaptation and mitigation measures. 
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8. Key Recommendations  
8.1 Prioritise Integrated Development Plan  

These key projects should be undertaken to ensure the successful 

prioritisation and implementation Integrated Development Plan 

 
Table 10. Priority IDP projects 
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Municipality Priority Project 
Estimated 

Budget 

Regional 

Municipality 

Infrastructure and 

Maintenance 

West Rand District Integrated 

Infrastructure Master Plan 
R20 million 

Mogale City 

Provision of Land to 

enable Economic 

Growth, Settlements of 

Communities and 

Urbanisation 

Land Resource Mobilization and 

Partnership unit has been newly 

establish to manage the Land on 

behalf MCLM 

R19 million 

Merafong 

City 

SMME Support 

Programmes 

Establishment of Enterprise 

Development Centre (One-stop 

shop) in collaboration with 

AngloGold Ashanti – SLP project 

R15 million 

Rand West 

City 

 

Municipality 

Infrastructure and 

Maintenance 

upgrade    water    and sanitation 

infrastructure   over   a period of 

five years 

R200  million 

 

8.2 Investor and Sponsorship opportunities 

There are several large infrastructure projects in the District that would have a significant 

impact on the region, most of which are highlighted as catalytic projects and are 

classified under the following areas: 

• Game changer projects; 

• Mega Projects (Human Settlements); 

• Other Catalytic Projects; and 

• Proposed Corridor Developments. 

 

The Department of Rural Development and Land Reform plans to use the Agri-Park 

(which forms part of Game Changers) as a catalytic program for the development of 

rural West Rand district. The Agri-Park consists of an Agri-Hub in Brandvlei and four 

Farmer Production Support Units in Tarlton, Magaliesburg, Bekkersdal and Merafong 

Local Municipality. An 800sqm warehouse in currently under construction in Bekkersdal. 

In Tarlton, construction of 20 tunnels are in progress in addition to the 10 completed by 

GDARD. 

The Figure below highlights a spread of West Rand District major development projects. 

The success of Mega Human Settlements Infrastructure around the District will be fully 

reliant on active economy and sustainable jobs. Agriculture and mining are the core 

economies in the area and as such there is a need to strengthen the value chain by 

investing on geoprocessing. Figure 1 among other projects highlights agricultural 
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activities and solar plant (which will improve on the current status of energy problems 

and also contribute to renewable energy generation). 

 
 

The province will be investing in the creation of new industries, new economic areas 

and new cities. The focus of these joint initiatives will be tourism, agriculture, and agro-

processing and renewable energy projects. This includes diversifying the West Rand 

economy away from reliance on mining to include bus manufacturing, agri-business and 

agro-processing, renewable energy and tourism. The pipeline of concrete projects 

includes: 
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• The expansion of Busmark bus manufacturing plant  

• The Lanseria Airport expansion and the new Lanseria City Development  

• The Agro-processing Mega Park & Logistics Hub on the N12 highway and other 

private sector mega projects  

• These projects are pumping over R25 billion worth of investment into the western 

corridor. 
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