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Executive Summary
The Sekhukhune District Municipality is located in the south-eastern
part of Limpopo, which is South Africa’s most northern province. The
district shares boundaries with the Capricorn and Mopani Districts in
the north, Mpumalanga in the south and east, and the Waterberg
District in the west. The District was formed during the year 2000 and
is one of the five District Municipalities in the Limpopo Province.
Largely rural in nature, the District is made-up of four local municipalities, namely;
Elias Motsoaledi LM, Ephraim Mogale LM, Makhuduthamaga LM and Fetakgomo
Tubatse LM. The District is made up of 117 wards with a total of 764 villages. There
are 74 traditional leaderships within the district. The District has a total population of
1,19 million, or 20% of the total population in the Limpopo Province. Sekhukhune has
the highest annual population growth rate in the province at 1,2% between 2009 and
2019.
In 2019 there were 689 310 people living in poverty, if the upper bound poverty line is
utilised. 82,6% of these were Black Africans. However, the proportion of the African
population group, living in poverty, decreased by 7,66 percentage points, from 82.60%
in 2008 to 74.93% in 2018. The Gini coefficient is 0,58 which is amongst the klowest
in the province.
There has been a rise in unemployment in the district between 2008 and 2018. In
2018, there were a total number of 93 900 people unemployed in Sekhukhune, which
is an increase of 6 360 from 87 600 in 2008. The total number of unemployed people
within Sekhukhune constitutes 28.17% of the total number of unemployed people in
Limpopo Province.
By 7 June 2020 the district had 118 cumulative COVID-19 cases with 27 active and
90 recoveries. 1 person in Fetakgomo Tubatse had lost their lives in the district.

The number of people without any schooling in the District decreased from 2009 to
2019, while the number of people within the 'matric only' category, increased from
95,252 to 147,666 in the past 10 years. The number of people with 'matric and a
certificate/diploma' increased people with a 'matric and a Bachelor's' degree increased
from 20 976 in 1999 to 38 566 in 2019. About 4 % of the population have higher
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education. This will likely constrain the ability of the District to improve its socioeconomic conditions significantly in the short to medium term. The main sectors of
Sekhukhune District that contribute to the growth of economy in the district are
agriculture, mining and community services. Mining is the biggest contributor in the
economy of the district, and it is forecasted to grow fastest at an average of 5.64%
annually from R 12.4 billion to R 16.3 billion in 2023. The sector that is estimated to
grow the slowest is the construction sector with an average annual growth rate of
0.21%.

1. Introduction: Brief Overview
1.1. Location
The Sekhukhune District Municipality is located in the south-eastern
part of Limpopo, which is South Africa’s most northern province. The
district shares boundaries with the Capricorn and Mopani Districts in
the north, Mpumalanga in the south and east, and the Waterberg
District in the west. The District is largely rural in nature and is madeup of four Local Municipalities, namely; Elias Motsoaledi, Ephraim
Mogale, Makhuduthamaga and Fetakgomo Tubatse. The District is
made up of 117 wards with a total of 764 villages.
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1.2. Historical Perspective
Sekhukhune District Municipality (SDM) was established in December 2000. The
district municipality is named after the king of Bapedi people, Kgosi Sekhukhune.
Sekhukhune is an area with a long and proud history. Sekhukhune is famously known
for recruiting young men to work for white farmers and the colonial diamond fields so
as to secure funding to purchase arms from the Portuguese in Delegoa Bay so as to
protect the land of the Marota which spanned between the Vaal and Limpopo Rivers.
After Sekhukhune's death, Pretoria divided Sekhukhuneland into small "tribal" units
that owed allegiance not to one central' Marota Authority but to "Native
Commissioners". This effectively destroyed the Marota Empire. Thereafter, the Bapedi
people were forced to seek employment on white farms, in factories and mines as
migrant labourers. The migrant labour system that the Bapedi used to build their
empire was now skewed against them. In a curious sort of way this fulfilled
Sekhukhune's prophecy of December 1879, that after him no other chief would be able
to stand up to Pretoria since they would all be its tools. Paying tribute to him The
London Times editorial on 30 August 1882, said:
"...There is yet no sign of permanent peace among the native races of South
Africa. We hear this morning from Durban of the death of one of the bravest of our
former enemies, the Chief Sekhukhune. He with his son and fourteen followers,
has been killed... The news carries us some years back to the time when the name
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of Sekhukhune was a name of dread, first to the Dutch and then to the English
Colonists of the Transvaal and Natal... It was, indeed to a great extent the danger
caused by the neighbourhood of this formidable chief that led to the annexation of
the Transvaal by England. When war was declared against the Zulu king,
operation went on simultaneously against Sekhukhune and early in 1879 his
stronghold was attacked... Obstacles stood in the way of these operations, and
when after Ulundi, Sir Garnet Wolseley entered the Transvaal, he endeavoured to
humiliate the Chief.
But Sekhukhune was safe, as he imagined, in an impregnable mountain fortress,
and scornfully rejected the terms offered by the British General. It became
necessary to attack him in force. A combined movement of columns, containing
2,000 English and 10,000 Swazis and other native troops was planned and carried
out with great skill, and on the 28th November, 1879, the kraal was taken by
assault. Still the Chief and a great number of his men held the "koppie" and from
the caves and cracks in the rock they poured an incessant fire upon their
assailants. At last the Summit was gained, and after a desperate and sanguinary
struggle, the enemy was subdued. Sekhukhune however, like Cetswayo,
succeeded in escaping and was only captured a few days later. He was treated
for a time as a State prisoner and his land was settled somewhat after the Zulu
manner... If, however, the death of Sekhukhune portends anything, it means that
the displaced Chief in these savage and warlike regions still retain some power,
and that on occasion they are able to rise successfully against him who has
superseded them..."
This tribute, however, reluctant, is significant because it was not in the habit of the
London Times to devote columns of editorial space to the passing of African kings.
Sekhukune is also a place of majestic beauty with regal mountains, lush valleys and
meandering rivers. Under the soil lie vast deposits of precious metals - so vast that
they today contain the largest reserves of platinum group metals in the world.
Above its soil sprout more than 2200 indigenous species of vascular plants, making
Sekhukhune an area of exceptionally high-biodiversity that is globally recognized. It is
a land blessed with natural beauty, unusual resource endowments and a compelling
history dating back to the 16th century.

1.3. Spatial Status
Sekhukhune is the smallest district in the province, it covers a total area of 13 528 km2.
It is a mainly rural district with approximately 740 villages. The main towns in the
district are: Burgersfort, Steelpoort, Groblersdal, Marble Hall, Apel, June Furse,
Mohlaletsi, Driekop, Penge Mine, Prakiseer, Motetema and Mosterloos.
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The Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality (previously Greater Groblersdal Local
Municipality) is located in the southern part of Sekhukhune District of the Limpopo
Province.
The municipality is named in honour of the late Elias Motsoaledi, who was born on 26
July 1924 in Nebo, Sekhukhuneland. He came to Johannesburg at the age of 17 in
search for work. He played an active role in the establishment of the South African
Congress of trade unions. A lifelong member of the ANC, and the SACP, he also
played a central role in many campaigns, including the Defiance Campaign of 1952,
the year in which he was banned. He was detained in terms of the 1960 State of
Emergency and imprisoned for four months. On his release, he went underground and
served on the Johannesburg Regional Umkhonto we Sizwe. Arrested in 1963,
Motsoaledi was one of the Rivonia Trialists and was sentenced to life imprisonment
on Robben Island, a sentence he served until his release in 1989 – 26 years later.
Upon his release, he was elected to National Executive Committee of the ANC. He
passed away on the day of the inauguration of the first democratic president of South
Africa, his fellow Rivonia Trialist and Robben Island prisoner, Dr Nelson Mandela.
The seat of the municipality is in Groblersdal and the other town of significance is
Roossenekal. Key economic activities are community services, agriculture, tourism,
and land development.
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The Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality is named in honour of Ephraim Phumuga
Mogale, a freedom fighter. Previously known as the Greater Marble Hall Local
Municipality Marble deposits were discovered here in 1920 by Christoffel Visagie and
family while on a hunting trip from Pretoria. Soon, The Marble Lime Company was
developed to work the beautiful deposit in 1929. Marble Hall developed in 1942 and
was originally known as Marmerhol, meaning Marble Hole. Yet, this name was soon
changed during the Anglo-Boer War to Marble Hall. The Ephraim Mogale Local
Municipality is situated on the western side of the Sekhukhune District. It is the
smallest of the four municipalities in the district. It was established after the 2000 local
election, with the amalgamation of Marble Hall, part of Moutse (West) Transitional
Local Council (TLC), Leeuwfontein, a portion of Hlogotlou/Lepelle Transitional Rural
Council (TRC), Greater Nebo North TRC, a portion of Naboomspruit/Roedtan
Thusang TLC, and Springbokvlakte TLC.

“THE SEAT OF THE MUNICIPALITY IS IN GROBLERSDAL
AND THE OTHER TOWN OF SIGNIFICANCE IS

ROOSSENEKAL. KEY ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES ARE
COMMUNITY SERVICES , AGRICULTURE , TOURISM,
AND LAND DEVELOPMENT .”
The municipality was a cross-border municipality between the Limpopo and
Mpumalanga Provinces. After the 2006 municipal elections the municipality was
incorporated into the Limpopo Province. The municipality is at the border of the two
above-mentioned provinces. It is about 160km from Pretoria and about 190km from
Polokwane (previously Pietersburg). The amalgamation of parts of eight former TLCs
also resulted in the establishment of the Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality, with 14
wards, which was increased to 16 wards during the 2011 local government elections.
It has one town and two R293 towns, and 75 villages. The municipality was providing
water to Marble Hall, Leeuwfontein and Zamenkomst, which was later transferred to
the Sekhukhune District Municipality (SDM). Currently, the municipality is licensed to
provide electricity to Marble Hall town, and other areas are provided for by Eskom.
The municipality also provides solid waste to Marble Hall, Leeuwfontein and
Elandskraal, while the SDM provides water and sanitation to all other areas. The
municipality is battling with a huge backlog in terms of water provision, sanitation and
road construction. The average annual rainfall is about 634mm. Marble Hall boasts a
pleasant climate, with an average maximum winter temperature of 23°C and an
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average maximum summer temperature of 29°C. Key towns and sites include Marble
Hall and Schuinsdraai Nature Reserve. Key economic sectors are agriculture, mining,
tourism, construction, trade, transport, and finance.
The Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality was established by the amalgamation
of the Fetakgomo and Greater Tubatse Local Municipalities in August 2016.
Fetakgomo refers to a Sepedi proverb used by the people living in the rural areas. It
means co-operation toward helping others, which is derived from the Sepedi proverb,
“Tirisano motheo wa tswelopele”. Tubatse means gift in the same language. At 5 693
km2 it is the largest of the four municipalities of the district, it accounts for 42% of the
geographical area. The area is known as the Middelveld as it is located between the
Highveld and Lowveld regions. The vast majority of the area is made up of villages
that are scattered throughout, particularly, the northern part of the municipality. Key
towns include Burgersfort, Ohrigstad, and Steelpoort. Key economic activities are
agriculture; mining and quarrying; trade; tourism; manufacturing; general government;
community, social and personal services; catering and accommodation
The Makhuduthamaga Local Municipality derives its name from the liberation name
given to those who supported the anti-apartheid struggle in Sekhukhuneland in the
1950s. Literally translated it means “those who resisted white domination”.
Makhuduthamaga raged a war against the white commissioner and his assailants
(Marentsara) with the blessings of King Sekhukhune II. The organisation was banned
in 1958 and transformed itself and changed its name to Fetakgomo. The municipality
is located in the north western parts of the district and it shares boundaries with the
Capricorn District in the north, Elias Motsoaledi in the south, Fetakgomo Tubatse Local
Municipality in the east, and Ephraim Mogale in the west. It is one of the four
municipalities that make up the district, accounting for 16% of its geographical area.
The significant area is Ga Masemola and the main economic activity is agriculture.

1.4. Land Ownership
1.4.1. Traditional Authority Areas
The figure below shows the spatial extent and distribution of traditional authority areas
within the SDM according to the DRDLR database. The extent of traditional authority
land per municipality is also shown on the figure as summarised below.
In Fetakgomo Tubatse it covers about 329 850 ha of land which represents 58% of
the municipal area. In Makhuduthamaga the land under traditional leadership totals
176 393 ha which accounts for 83% of all land in this municipality. The land under
traditional leadership in Elias Motsoaledi amounts to 83 876 ha which is 22% of all
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land in the municipality. In Ephraim Mogale about 68 768 ha of land (34% of total) is
under traditional authority. In total, an estimated 658 887 ha of land in Sekhukhune
District is under tribal authority. This represents about 48% of the total district area.
Figure– Traditional Authority Areas, Source:

DRDLR

1.4.2. State-owned land
The figure below illustrates the spatial extent and distribution of state-owned land
within the SDM according to the DRDLR database. It further depicts the details related
to land reform/ restitution claims. A total of 622 565 ha of land is subject to land claims.
This represents about 46% of the total area of the SDM.
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2. Social Development Profile
2.1. Key Social Demographics
2.1.1. Population

The District accounts for a total population of 1.194 307 million, or
20% of the total population in the Limpopo Province, with the Vhembe
being the most populous region in the Limpopo Province for 2019.
Sekhukhune increased in importance from ranking fourth in 2009 to
third in 2019. In relation to the average annual growth rate, it is noted
that Sekhukhune ranked highest (relative to its peers in terms of
growth) with an average annual growth rate of 1.2% between 2009
and 2019.
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Total Population - Sekhukhune, Limpopo and National Total, 2008-2018
Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1750

It is projected that the population of Sekhukhune will maintain a 1,1% growth rate thus
by 2023 it is expected that there will be 1,27 million residents and by 2030 there will
be just over 1,4 million residents.
2.1.2.

Gender, Age and Race

53% of the population in Sekhukhune are women and the median age is 22.

The largest share of population is within the infants and children (0-14 years) age
category with a total number of 408 000 or 34.2% of the total population.
The age category with the second largest number of people is the young working age
(25-44 years) category with a total share of 29.3%, followed by the teenagers and
youth (15-24 years) age category with 186 000 people. The age category with the least
number of people are those 65 years and older, with only 72 700 people, as reflected
in the population pyramids below.
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Population structure

Sekhukhune vs. South Africa, 2019
Sekhukhune

75+
70-74
65-69
60-64
55-59
50-54
45-49
40-44
35-39
30-34
25-29
20-24
15-19
10-14
05-09
00-04

South Africa

Male

8,0%

6,0%

4,0%

2,0%

Female

0,0%

2,0%

4,0%

6,0%

8,0%

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946

When comparing the population pyramid of the Sekhukhune District with the national
age structure, the most significant differences are:
•
•
•

That there is a significant smaller share of young working age people - aged
20 to 34 (25.4%) - in Sekhukhune, compared to the national picture (26.9%).
That the fertility in Sekhukhune is significantly higher compared to South
Africa as a whole.
That the share of children between the ages of 0 to 14 years is significantly
larger (34.2%) in Sekhukhune compared to South Africa (28.6%). Demand
for expenditure on schooling as percentage of total budget within
Sekhukhune District Municipality will therefore be higher than that of South
Africa.

In 2018, the District population consisted of 98.71% African (1.18 million), 0.97%
White (11 600), 0.14% Coloured (1 680) and 0.17% Asian (2 080) people.
2.1.3. Households
In 2019, the District comprised of 303 828 households. This equates to an
average annual growth rate of 1.20% in the number of households from 2009 to
2019. With an average annual growth rate of 1.20% in the total population, the
average household size in the district is by implication decreasing. This is
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confirmed by the data where the average household size in 2009 decreased from
approximately 4.5 individuals per household to 4 persons in 2019.
2.1.3.1.

Child Headed Households

In 2016, there were 3 995 child headed households in the District, which is an increase
of 1 046 from the 2 949 recorded in 2011.

2.1.3.2.

Women Headed Households

In 2016 the District had a total number of 148 674 of women headed households
(representing 51.2% of the total households) as compared to 139 593 in 2011, a little
higher that the provincial average of 48.85% (782 090). Given the high number of
women headed households, targeted socio-economic programmes that benefit
women in particular are required to alleviate challenges in these households.

2.2. Health Profile
According to the Department of Health, the three highest courses of death for children
under the age of 5 are: Diarrhoea (29%), lower respiratory infections (25.5%) and pre
term birth complications (6. 6%). The top causes of death for young women and men
between the ages 15-24 are road injuries at 16% of deaths in that category. In the age
group 25 to 64, the top causes of death for males and females are HIV/AIDS, Lower
respiratory infections and TB.
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With regard to HIV, there are 86 336 people infected with HIV in Sekhukhune, this
constitutes and 19,04% and 1.21% of people infected with HIV in Limpopo and South
Africa respectively. The HIV/AIDS infected population represents 7.21% of the district
total population in 2016. Amongst the HIV infected people 1274 are infected with TB.
In addition, the top 3 causes of death affecting women in the childbearing age group
are: indirect maternal (26.6%), hypertension in pregnancy (22.8%), and other maternal
(22.7%).
There is an insignificant number of health facilities within the Limpopo province,
especially in Sekhukhune district, where on average there is 1 clinic for every 17 000
people and approximately 97 500 persons per hospital.
In this regard, the District has a total number of seventy-six clinics, five District
hospitals and 2 regional Hospitals. These facilities render comprehensive health care
package to communities the District. The map below shows how these health facilities
are spatially located across the district. There are specific areas within the district
without health facilities whereby the residents from those areas are served by mobile
clinic weekly or Bi-weekly.

“THERE IS AN INSIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF HEALTH
FACILITIES WITHIN THE LIMPOPO PROVINCE, ESPECIALLY
IN SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT , WHERE ON AVERAGE THERE
IS 1 CLINIC FOR EVERY 17 000 PEOPLE AND
APPROXIMATELY 97 500 PERSONS PER HOSPITAL.”
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Source: Department of Health: Limpopo 2018

2.3. Covid-19
2.3.1. Number of cases
The table below shows the number of COVID-19 cases recorded in the district, as of
07 June 2020:
Local Municipality

Cumulative

Active

Recoveries

Deaths

Elias Motsoaledi

1

1

0

0

Ephraim Mogale

0

0

0

0

Fetakgomo Tubatse

117

26

90

1

Makhuduthamaga

0

0

0

0

TOTAL

118

27

90

1

Source: Department of Health, 2020

The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) in collaboration with Albert
Luthuli Centre for Responsible leadership have developed a set of COVID-19
Vulnerability Indicators using available data and knowledge. It identifies vulnerabilities
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present in communities and identifying areas in need of targeted coordinated
interventions and early response. The purpose of the indicators is intended to support
the early prevention/mitigation and preparedness phase of the disaster management
cycle and informing disaster management decision making. It is not based on
epidemiological modelling but a response to highlighting intervention areas due to
underlying situation. The composition of the index follows two main factors, namely:
transmission potential and health susceptibility.
Transmission potential areas identify areas that prevent social distancing to be
practiced and where limitations of practicing good basic hygiene. The health
susceptibility index denotes areas where large number of people are potential more
susceptible to being adversely affected by COVID-10 due to factors such as age and
underlying health conditions. The Sekhukhune vulnerability profile is presented below.
The map shows low vulnerability areas (blue dotted areas) versus areas with higher
vulnerability (red dotted areas)

The area high to moderate vulnerability with extreme vulnerability is in the mining area
of Burgersfort. Area specific live GIS vunerability maps are available curtosy of CSIR
at:
https://pta-gis-2-web1.csir.co.za/portal2/apps/opsdashboard/#/390a74fb10844c7a85396e60555a866d
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Quarantine Facilities Available and Assessed

According to the Department of Public Works and Infrastructure, there are five (5)
identified quarantine facilities in the Sekhukhune District, namely; Philadelphia
Hospitals, Matlala Hospital, Dikilong Hospital, Schuinsdraai (nature reserve lodge) and
Mopetsi Anglo Platinum. It should be noted that three of these facilities are state
owned while two are privately owned. All the identified facilities have not been
assessed not activated.
2.3.3.

Infrastructure (responding to COVID 19)

(a)
Provision of Water and Sanitation
The table below shows the distribution level of the water infrastructure across the
province. It shows that in Sekhukhune District four (4) Water Trucks (Tankers) and
eighty (80) Water (storage) Tanks have been delivered.
(b)
Reprioritization of the Budget
A total of 96 projects to the value of R 230,838,265 million have been reprioritized by
municipalities (MIG funded). Eight (8) of these projects to a value of R22, 500,000 are
to be implemented in Sekhukhune District. An additional 40 projects to the value of R
14 million are being implemented through funding by DBSA/MISA.
2.3.4.

Social Support (Covid-19 Response)

With regard to food parcels, total food parcels distributed in the province to date since
the lockdown, increased to 91 384, this is the consolidated number of food parcels
from DSD, SASSA and Other Donors. The total number of food parcels distributed in
Sekhukhune District as of 29 May 2020 is 19 080.
In terms of compliance with the provisions of Hand Sanitisers at Taxi Ranks, 24 Taxi
Ranks were visited across the province and three (03) of those were in Sekhukhune
District. Furthermore, a total of 1467 taxis were inspected across the province and 192
of those were in Sekhukhune District.

2.4. Poverty Dimensions
2.4.1. Distribution
In 2019, there were 689 310 people living in poverty, using the upper poverty line
definition, across Sekhukhune District Municipality - higher than the 677 564 in 2009.
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Number and percentage of people in poverty,
Sekhukhune, 2009-2019
800 000

70,0%

700 000

60,0%

600 000

50,0%

500 000

40,0%

400 000

30,0%

300 000
200 000

20,0%

100 000

10,0%

0

0,0%
2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

People below the lower poverty line

2016

2017

2018

2019

% below the lower poverty line

Figure: Number and Percentage of People Living In Poverty - Sekhukhune District Municipality, 2009-2019

2.4.2. Inequality
With regards to inequality, Sekhukhune and Vhembe Districts had the lowest Gini
coefficient in the province of 0.58 in 2019, when compared to the other district
municipalities. The Sekhukhune’s Gini coefficient has increased by a 0.02 when
compared to 2016, with the income inequality in the district increased marginally.

Inequality at District level
0,62
0,61
0,60
0,59
0,58
0,57
0,56
0,55
0,54
0,53
0,52
Mopani

Vhembe

Capricorn
2009

2013

2016

Waterberg

Sekhukhune

2019

Source: HIS Markit Regional Explorer 2018.

2.4.3. Employed /Unemployed
In 2019 there were 108 000 people employed in the district, which is an employment
rate of 67,26%. 32,74% of these were employed in the formal sector and 48,7% were
employed in the informal sector. In the formal economy mining and agriculture are
some of the biggest employers.
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In 2018, there were a total number of 93 900 people unemployed in Sekhukhune,
which is an increase of 6 360 from 87 600 in 2008. The total number of unemployed
people within Sekhukhune constitutes 28.17% of the total number of unemployed
people in Limpopo Province. Between 2018 and 2019 the district experienced an
average annual increase of 3.1% in the number of unemployed people, which is worse
than that of the Limpopo Province which had an average annual decrease in
unemployment of 1.7%.

2.4.4. Crime
The figure below shows the crime statistics in Sekhukhune District between 2010 and
2018. The graph shows that the lowest figure recorded was 1010 in 2014. However, crime
has since risen from 1010 in 2014 to 1419 in 2018.
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Source: SAPS, 2018

Sekhukhune District has 21 police stations servicing the entire district. The district has
only six (06) magistrate courts. These are Magistrate Praktiseer (in Burgersfort),
Magistrate Sekhukhune (in Schoonord), magistrate Nebo (in Phokwane), Magistrate
Moutse, Magistrate Sempupuru and Magistrate Groblersdal (in Groblersdal).
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2.5. Education and Skills Profile
The graph below shows that the number of people without any schooling in the District
decreased from 2009 to 2019, while the number of people within the 'matric only'
category, increased from 95,252 to 147,666 in the past 10 years.
The number of people with 'matric and a certificate/diploma' increased people with a
'matric and a Bachelor's' degree increased from 20 976 in 1999 to 38 566 in 2019.
The above figures show an improvement in the level of education with an increase in
the number of people with 'matric' or higher education.
Progress in Education
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3. Drivers of the Economy
3.1. Structure of the Economy
Economic growth is one of the main indicators of a progressing and
developing district. The main sectors that contribute to the growth of
economy are agriculture, mining and community services. Mining is
the largest contributor to the economy of the district.
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) Sekhukhune, 2019
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Ephraim Mogale
28%

49%

Elias Motsoaledi
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Greater Tubatse/Fetakgomo

13%

When it comes to the economy of the district, the greatest contributor is the Greater
Tubatse/Fetakgomo Local Municipality with a share of 49%. The economy with the
lowest contribution is the Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality with 10%.

GVA-R Sectoral composition
DC47 Sekhukhune, 2019
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PROFILE: SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT

27

According to HIS Markit, in 2019, the mining sector remained the largest sector within
Sekhukhune District accounting for R 18.6 billion or 48% of the total GVA of the district
economy. Community Services is the second most contributor at 16%, followed by the
finance sector with 14%. The sector that contributes the least to the economy of the
district is construction, with R 660 million or 2% of the total GVA.

“AGRICULTURE IN THE SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT
IS A MIXTURE OF BOTH COMMERCIAL AND
SUBSISTENCE FARMING .

HOWEVER, SUBSISTENCE
FARMING TENDS TO DOMINATE BETWEEN THE TWO”
3.2. Primary Sector
3.2.1. Mining
It is estimated that mining grew at an annual rate of 5.4% from 1996 – 2001 (Goode,
2006), a comparatively high growth rate which bodes well for the future. According to
the Department of Minerals and Energy, there were 17 operating mines in the
Sekhukhune District area in 2006 (Goode, 2006). These include a significant number
of platinum mines in the area. The table below sets out the main existing (operating)
and planned platinum mines in the district.
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3.3. Secondary Sector
3.3.1. Agriculture
Agriculture in the Sekhukhune District is a mixture of both commercial and subsistence
farming. However, subsistence farming tends to dominate between the two. The Gross
Value Added (GVA) of agriculture sector in 2018 was 0.6% and 7.9% in the district
and Limpopo Province respectively. The performance of this sector, being an
important base for economic growth and employment in the district, indicates a
setback in terms of achieving the district economic growth and job creation.

PROFILE: SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT

29

3.4. Tertiary Sector
3.4.1. Tourism
With regard to tourism, the sector recorded the highest average annual growth rate
from 2008 (25 800) to 2018 (66 400) at 9.88%. Visits to friends and relatives recorded
the highest number of visits in 2018 at 801 000, with an average annual growth rate
of 6.66%. The tourism type that recorded the lowest growth was Leisure / Holiday
tourism with an average annual growth rate of 3.93% from 2008 (44 000) to 2018 (64
600).
The number of trips by tourists visiting Sekhukhune from other regions in South Africa
has increased at a very high average annual rate of 6.16% from 2008 (472 000) to
2018 (858 000).
Tourism - trips by Purpose of trip
Sekhukhune District Municipality, 2018
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Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1750

3.5. Informal Economy
The number of formally employed people in the district counted 108 000 in 2017, which
is about 70.64% of the total employment, while the number of people employed in the
informal sector counted 45 000 or 29.36% of the total employment. Informal
employment in Sekhukhune increased from 26 700 in 2007 to an estimated 45 000 in
2017.

“WITH REGARD TO TOURISM, THE SECTOR RECORDED
THE HIGHEST AVERAGE ANNUAL GROWTH RATE FROM

2008 (25 800) TO 2018 (66 400) AT 9.88%.”
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In 2017 the trade sector recorded the highest number of informally employed, with a
total of 18 500 employees or 41.05% of the total informal employment. This can be
expected as the barriers to enter the trade sector in terms of capital and skills required
are less than with most of the other sectors. The finance sector has the lowest informal
employment with 2 400 and only contributes 5.34% to total informal employment.
Mining industry, due to highly regulated mining safety policies, and the strict
registration of a mine, has very little or no informal employment and same goes for the
electricity sector which is also highly regulated.

4. Service Delivery
4.1. Water and Sanitation
4.1.1. Access to Water

Sekhukhune District Municipality is both a Water Services Authority
and a Water Services Provider in terms of the Water Services Act, Act
108 of 1997.
The 764 villages within the district are supplied with water from 45 water supply
schemes. The District is currently providing full water services in the main towns of
Burgersfort (12 815 people), Marble Hall (4 025 people), Groblersdal (6 312 people),
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Steelpoort (3 374 people) and Ohrigstad (1 520 people). These areas have access to
other high-level services such as refuse.
The table below shows the level of access to water in the district. There are about
30 994 (or 10.26%) households in the district with piped water inside the dwelling,
about 117 265 (38.82%) households had piped water inside the yard and about 50 259
(16.64%) households had no formal piped water.

When it comes to water backlog (number of households below RDP-level) over time,
the number of households below the RDP-level within Sekhukhune District were
93 900 in 2008, this increased annually at 0.61% per annum to 99 800 in 2018.
4.1.2. Sanitation
In 2016, about 8.3% of the households had access to flush or chemical toilet, 85% had
access to Pit toilet and 2.8% had no access to any toilet. In 2018, a total number of
37 600 flush toilets (12.43% of total households), 65 900 Ventilation Improved Pit
(VIP) (21.82% of total households) and 186 000 pit toilets (61.45% of total households)
were recorded. The district is currently implementing a massive sanitation programme
and providing Ventilated Improved Pit latrines (VIP’s) to various households.
When it comes to sanitation backlog (number of households without hygienic toilets)
over time, the number of Households without any hygienic toilets in the district was
188 000 in 2008, this increased annually at a rate of 0.57% to 199 000 in 2018.

“IN 2017 THE TRADE SECTOR RECORDED
THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF INFORMALLY EMPLOYED,
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18 500 EMPLOYEES OR 41.05%
OF THE TOTAL INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT”

WITH A TOTAL OF

4.2. Human Settlements
Sekhukhune District has a total number of 12 600 (4.17% of total households) very
formal dwelling units, a total of 259 000 (85.87% of total households) formal dwelling
units and a total number of 16 300 (5.40%) informal dwelling units.
When it comes to the formal dwelling unit backlog (number of households not living in
a formal dwelling) over time, the number of households not living in a formal dwelling
were 31 100 in 2008. From 2008 this number decreased annually at -0.32% to 30 100
in 2018.

4.3. Waste Management
The District has developed the Integrated Waste Management Plan (IWMP). Refuse
removal services is being provided mostly in urban centres, townships and recently in
some rural areas within the district. Waste recycling in the District is taking a good
shape since the inception of Sekhukhune District Waste Management Forum
constituted by various National and Provincial government departments, Local
Municipalities and chaired by Sekhukhune District Municipality. Involvement of private
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sector e.g. PRASA, PETCO, Collect a Can etc enables effective recycling of waste
and discussions are underway for local recyclers to reclaim recyclables from industrial
premises.
To enhance waste recycling within the district, Sekhukhune District Recycling Forum
has been established. The District has introduced School Recycling project wherein
about 108 schools are participating in waste separation at source for recycling
purposes. In support of Small Micro Medium Enterprises (SMMEs), recyclers are
collecting recyclables from participating schools

4.4. Roads and Transport
The development of the road and transport network in Sekhukhune is of vital
importance given the planned economic trajectory of the District, as well as the
potential offered by Dilokong Corridor. In general, the district is well connected to its
surrounding areas to the East, West and South. However, geographic factors had
hindered connectivity and impeded road construction there. There is, in fact a stretch
of approximately 150km between Lebowakgomo and the R36 through the JG Strijdom
tunnel without tarred road access northwards.
The Report of the Road Agency Limpopo (RAL) (2019) on the development, tarring
and maintenance of roads within the district highlights the following:
• Kilometres of roads tarred: no roads were tarred in 2016/17, 10km of stretch
was tared in 2017/18 in Ephraim Mogale and 27.3km stretch was tared in
2018/19 in Fetakgomo Tubatse.
• Kilometres of roads planned for maintenance: 11.6km stretch is planned for
maintenance in 2019/2020 in Elias Motsoaledi. Nothing is planned for 2020/2021
and 2021/2022 financial years.
• Kilometres of roads planned for tarring: 84.8km stretch is planned for
2019/2020, while a 45.3km stretch is planned for 2020/2021.
The development, tarring and maintenance of roads is very important, as the most
common forms of public passenger transport in the district according to the district’s
integrated Transport Plan are the buses and taxis. At the moment, some transport
routes in Sekhukhune are often limited by deteriorating roads conditions as well as
local storm water problems caused by rainy season.

4.5. Electricity
In terms of the 2016 Community Survey, about 87% of the population had in-house
electricity prepaid meter, while 6% had no access to electricity.
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When looking at the number of households with no electrical connection over time, it
can be seen from the graph below that in 2008 the households without electrical
connections in Sekhukhune District Municipality was 48 100, but this decreased
annually at -8.66% per annum to 19 500 in 2018.
Electricity connection
Sekhukhune, 2008-2018
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Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1750

5. Governance and Management
5.1. Municipality Performance
The SDM and local municipalities are highly dependent on grant
allocations. The municipalities’ revenue base is insignificant and thus
requires growth through revenue enhancement strategies. These
strategies include amongst others, tariff setting, and technical
analysis of potential billable areas; cost containment and
management of water losses. These will ensure that the municipalities
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are self-sustainable. The table below shows the sources of income in
Sekhukhune District. The SDM is 90% grant dependant.
Source

Budget 2019/20

Equitable share

769 253 000

RBIG

215 000 000

Water sales

93 493 000

MWIG/WSIG

70 000 000

MIG

475 195 000

Interest on Investments

9 834 000

EPWP

2 665 000

RRAMS

2 427 000

Other income (tender document, access card, donations etc.)

4 655 000

FMG

1 785 000

Total Funding

1 644 307 000

5.1.1. The Audit outcome trends
The Audit reports as issued by the Auditor General for the past years have
indicated a lot of financial challenges ranging from disclaimer audit reports, low
revenue collection, inadequate asset management and internal controls. The
table shows the audit report as issued by the Auditor General for the past years.
Municipalities

2017/18

2016/17

2015/16

2014/15

Elias Motsoaledi

Unqualified

Qualified

Qualified

Qualified

Ephraim Mogale

Unqualified

Qualified

Qualified

Disclaimer

Qualified

Unqualified

Unqualified

Unqualified

Qualified

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Unqualified

Unqualified

Qualified

Former Tubatse

N/A

Qualified

Qualified

Disclaimer

Sekhukhune

Unqualified

Unqualified

Unqualified

Unqualified

Makhuduthama
ga
Fetakgomo
Tubatse
Former
Fetakgomo

2013/1
4
Qualifi
ed
Disclai
mer
Unqua
lified
N/A
Disclai
mer
Disclai
mer
Qualifi
ed

5.2. Traditional Affairs Governance
With regard to traditional leadership, the District has one Sekhukhune Local House of
Traditional Leaders functional at district level, whilst within local municipalities there
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are 75 Traditional Councils (TCs) led by Senior Traditional Leaders across the district.
The main challenges in the districts are, amongst others, strengthening cooperative
governance between municipalities and traditional leadership institutions as
prescribed by legislation.

6. Projects to Diversify and Grow People
and the Economy
6.1. Social Development Projects
The following social development projects are planned for Sekhukhune District:
SECTOR

Department of Basic Education

Department of Science and
Technology

NATURE OF THE PROJECT
190 Capital projects (construction)
01 Operational project
Construction of Classrooms for
learners with Special Educational
needs.
Construction of classrooms
Renovation of classrooms
Refurbishment of waterborne toilets
Provide Fencing
Construct ordinary enviroloos.
Construct New Nutrition Centre.
Setsong Tea Project
Quality Evaluation of herbal tea
product
Eskom Programmes: a total of 470
Projects (for all four local
municipalities) in the 2019/2020
financial year.

Department of Energy

Municipal Programme: Six (06)
projects (for
Ellias Motsoaledi and Fetakgomo
Tuabatse) in the 2019/20 financial
year.

TOTAL BUDGET FOR 2019/20

R 500 0000,00

R87 213 126,82

R39 000 000,00

6.2. Spatial Development
The map below indicates the growth points within the Sekhukhune District
Municipality. The primary function of a nodes within Sekhukhune District is to provide
local residents as well as those from surrounding rural areas with goods and services
in an efficient manner. These identified nodes have high intensity of land uses and as
such economic activities will be supported and promoted. The proposed Sekhukhune
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nodal system as depicted in the map below will form the basis for national, provincial
and municipal infrastructure investment prioritisation,
Growth Points within SDM

Source: SDM IDP

Some of the national infrastructure investment projects, include the 22 000 housing
units which the National department of Human Settlements aims to implement within
Burgersfort Provincial growth point.

“THE MAIN CHALLENGES ARE STRENGTHENING
COOPERATIVE GOVERNANCE BETWEEN
MUNICIPALITIES AND TRADITIONAL LEADERSHIP
INSTITUTIONS AS PRESCRIBED BY LEGISLATION”
The district’s spatial projects include the following:
Project Name

2020/2021

2021/2022

Formalisation of
Informal
Settlements

R0

R900 000

2022/2023

Develop Precinct
Plans in
Nodal/Growth
Points
Integrate Municipal
Geographic

R0

R2 500 000

R3 000 000

SDM

R0

R2 500 000 R2 000
000

R2 500 000 R2 000
000

SDM

R1 000 000

Fund Name
SDM
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Information System
(GIS), Finance,
Asset Management
System and WSMP

6.3. Infrastructure Projects
The table below represent the top three special projects in the district extracted from
the District’s IDP 2019/2020 IDP:
Project Name
Malekana
Regional Water
Scheme
Ga-Marishane
water
reticulation
supply
Lebalelo South:
Phase 3 (GaMaroga and
Motlolo Bulk and
Reticulation
Infrastructure

2020/2021
R 51,432,991.37

2021/2022
R147,408,190.6

2022/2023

R 1,568,431.37

R 56,000,000.00

R 56,000,000.0
0

MIG

-

R 70 453 175.96

R 108,053,700.0

MIG

-

Fund Name
MIG

6.4. Economic Projects
Fetakgomo Tubatse SEZ and the Makhado-Musina SEZ are the two proposed special
economic zones in the province. These SEZs are important platforms for development
within the two districts and across the province and the country. The Fetakgomo
Tubatse SEZ is in a mining zone area which has been designated for mineral
beneficiation. Currently, Limpopo Economic Development Agency (LEDA) has
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secured 1200 ha of land where the SEZ will be located and the processes such as
environmental impact assessment, licencing are being undertaken. The Map below
shows the location of the Fetakgomo Tubatse SEZ.
Source: DTI, 2018

The Fetakgomo Tubatse SEZ’s investment pipeline amounts to R25 billion. The table
below provides details of the investment pipeline projects. The Fetakgomo Tubatse
SEZ will thus not only benefit the Sekhukhune District, but it will unlock economic
opportunities in the neighbouring districts as well.
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7. Key Recommendations
7.1.

Prioritise Integrated Development Plan

Given the anticipated investment of R25 billion through the
Fetakgomo Tubatse SEZ the District should prioritise the
development and upgrading of the road network in order to unlock
economic opportunities in the region and surrounding regions.
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