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Nkangala District Municipality (NDM) is a Category C municipality in 
the Mpumalanga Province, with headquarters in the town of 
Middelburg. It is the smallest district of the three in the province, 
making up only 22% of the province’s total geographical area. It is 
comprised of six local municipalities: Victor Khanye, Emalahleni, 
Steve Tshwete, Emakhazeni, Thembisile Hani and Dr JS Moroka. The 
district is rich in minerals and natural resources. The Maputo Corridor 
constitutes the district’s economic strength and it brings increased 
potential for economic growth and tourism development. It is 
bordered by the Limpopo Province to the north (Sekhukhune and 
Waterberg DM) and Gauteng Province to the west (the City of 
Tshwane and Ekurhuleni Metropolitan municipalities). The proximity 
to Gauteng opens up opportunities to a larger market, which is of 
benefit to the district's agricultural and manufacturing sectors.  

In 2019, the district had a total population size of 1.49 million people, constituting about 

2.5% of South Africa's total population; and 33.4% of the total population in the 

Mpumalanga Province. It covers an area of approximately 16 899km2 of land, with an 

annual population growth rate of 2% and density of 85.5 people per square kilometre.  

The district comprised of 440 000 households. This equates to an average annual 

growth rate of 2.96% in the number of households from 2009 to 2019. With an average 

annual growth rate of 1.96% in the total population, the average household size in the 

Nkangala District Municipality is by implication decreasing. 

 

There were 855 000 people living in poverty, using the upper poverty line definition, 

across Nkangala District in 2019 - this is 12.45% higher than the 761 000 in 2009.  The 

percentage of people living in poverty has decreased from 61.85% in 2009 to 57.26% 

in 2019, which indicates a decrease of 4.59 percentage points. 

 

In 2019, the Gini coefficient in Nkangala District Municipality was at 0.602 compared 

with 0.612 in 2009.  Although the inequality gap is marginally closing, there is a 

concern with regard to the high unemployment rate among the youth, particularly the 

female youth.  

 

With a GDP of R 146 billion in 2019 (up from R 69.6 billion in 2009), the Nkangala 

District Municipality contributed 37.98% to the Mpumalanga Province GDP of R 383 



PROFILE: NKANGALA DISTRICT 
 

6 

billion in 2019, marginally decreasing in the share of the Mpumalanga GPD from 

38.17% in 2009. 

 

As at 25 June 2020, a total of 4 383 395 people were screened for the novel 

coronavirus (COVID-19) in the Mpumalanga Province. A total of 777 people have 

tested positive for COVID-19 as at 25 June 2020, and 207 have fully recovered, with 

only two deaths across the Mpumalanga province. The Nkagala District had a total 

1 456 707 screening tests, 389 positive cases, 41 recoveries and zero deaths. With 

the Nkangala district, majority of the cases are in the area of Emalahleni Local 

Municipality. 

 

Infrastructure projects in excess of R 10 billion are currently (2019/20 FY) identified in 

the District, ranging from Human Settlements to Education and Roads and Transport, 

among others. The private sector, particularly the mining sectors, currently has 

infrastructure projects valued at more than R 467 million in the District. 
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2. Introduction: Brief Overview 

2.1 Location 

The Nkangala District Municipality (NDM) is a Category C municipality in the 

Mpumalanga Province, with headquarters in the town of Middelburg. It is the smallest 

district of the three in the province, making up only 22% of the province’s total 

geographical area. It is comprised of six local municipalities: Victor Khanye, 

Emalahleni, Steve Tshwete, Emakhazeni, Thembisile Hani and Dr JS Moroka. The 

district is rich in minerals and natural resources and the Maputo Corridor adds to the 

district’s economic strength as it brings increased potential for economic growth and 

tourism development. It is bordered by the Limpopo Province to the north 

(Sekhukhune and Waterberg DM) and Gauteng Province to the west (the City of 

Tshwane and Ekurhuleni Metropolitan municipalities). The proximity to Gauteng opens 

up opportunities to a larger market, which is of benefit to the district's agricultural and 

manufacturing sectors. 
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2.2 Historical Perspective 

Nkangala District is a tourist attraction destination of choice through its natural scenic 

beauty escarpment and cultural heartland such as the popular trout Triangle made up 

of towns of Belfast, Dullstroom, Machadordorp and Waterval Boven in Emakhazeni 

Local Municipalitity. These towns offer excellent trout finishing and Rock climbing 

facilities for tourists. These are further completed by the colourful Ndebele geometric 

artwork and villages found in both Thembisile Hani and DR JS Moroka Municipalities, 

respectively.  

Historical sites include the world famous stone circle museum in Waterval Boven (now 

called Emgwenya) and the Botshabelo mission station situated in the rural farming 

community of Dooringkop, in the Steve Tshwete municipality. Nkangala District is 

surrounded by several Coalmines, the agricultural sector and manufacturing industries 

and the Electricity Power Stations, earning the District the title of Energy hub of South 

Africa, due to the large deposits of coal reserves and power stations in the area. 

 

Victor Khanye LM: Formerly known as Delmas Local Municipality, the seat of Victor 

Khanye Local Municipality is Delmas. "DELMAS" is a French word meaning small 

town. It was established in 1907 as a farm community service centre on the farm 

Witklip (Afrikaans for White Stone) by a Frenchman Frank Campbell Dumat, former 
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owner of Witklip, after his grandfather's farm in France. He originally laid out the town 

with 192 residential stands, 484 ha small holdings and 138 ha of commonage, but by 

1909, the governments added a further 5,500 ha to the town. This would be divided 

into 85 small holdings of around 64 ha each. It has been administered by a town 

council since 1965. Delmas is a strategically situated on the borderline of Mpumalanga 

and Gauteng Provinces, hence referred to as the "Western Gateway to Mpumalanga 

Province". It is suitable destination for both local and international tourists, and for 

people escaping the hustle and bustle of Gauteng Metro Cities. 

 

Steve Tshwete LM: The municipality is named after Steve Tshwete, an ANC activist 

imprisoned by the apartheid authorities on Robben Island from February 1964 to 1983. 

In 1994, Middelburg and Mhluzi, as well as Hendrina and Kwazamokuhle, 

amalgamated to form the Transitional Local Councils. In 2001, the Transitional Local 

Councils of Middelburg and Hendrina, as well as some smaller towns, were 

amalgamated. A new municipality was formed, namely Steve Tshwete Local 

Municipality. The seat of the Steve Tshwete Local Municipality is Middelburg. During 

1866 the original Middelburg was established halfway between Pretoria and 

Lydenburg on the farm Sterkfontein which was purchased by the Dutch Reformed 

Church in Transvaal. The town was first known as Nazareth, but later on the name 

was changed to Middelburg. The first erven was sold on 11 March 1867. Middelburg 

was the first town in Mpumalanga to amalgamate in terms of the Local Government 

Transition Act, and the proclamation to establish the new TLC appeared in the 

Mpumalanga Provincial Gazette, No 2/1994 on 16 November 1994.  

 

Emalahleni LM: Emalahleni, which means the “place of coal”, consists of the towns 

of eMalahleni, Kwa-Guqa, Ga-Nala and Ogies. The town of eMalahleni was 

established in 1903. It was named after a ridge of white rock located near the present 

railway station. In the early years, this ridge was a halting place for transport wagons 

and a trading post. eMalahleni has a large collection of heritage assets, which is 

currently under threat from rapid development. Emalahleni is probably the most 

industrialised municipal area in Nkangala and its landscape features mainly 

underground and opencast coalmines. This area has the largest concentration of 

power stations in the country. Its mining and industrial history is reflected in the area’s 

heritage places. This includes elements of industrial history, military history, 
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architectural/engineering and graves which should be protected and conserved. The 

southern areas of the Emalahleni Municipality form part of the region referred to as 

the Energy Mecca of South Africa, due to its rich deposits of coal reserves and power 

stations such as Kendal, Matla, Duvha and Ga-Nala, while the new Kusile power 

station is located a few kilometres to the east of Phola. The Southward road and rail 

network connect the eMalahleni area to the Richards Bay and Maputo harbours, 

offering export opportunities for the coal reserves. As with all other municipalities in 

the country, Emalahleni Local Municipality (ELM) continues to battle the deep spatial 

challenges of the past where communities continue to live separately from each other. 

Although strides have been made to bring the poor communities closer to the centres 

of economic activities, land availability continues to hamstring the programme. 

 

Emakhazeni LM: Formerly known as Highlands Local Municipality, the Emakhazeni 

LM is located in the Nkangala District Municipality of Mpumalanga province. The seat 

of the municipality is Emakhazeni, also known as Belfast. The town was named after 

Richard Charles O'Neill from Belfast, Northern Ireland, who owned the farm on which 

the town was built. The town, Belfast/Emakhazeni is renowned for its excellent trout 

fishing conditions. Sheep and dairy farming take place here as well as maize, potatoes 

and timber production. Coal and a black granite are also mined around Belfast. Around 

6 million tulip bulbs are produced here annually for export; and the flowers are 

discarded. Belfast is 2,025 m above sea level and one of the coldest and highest towns 

in South Africa. 

 

Thembisile Hani LM: The municipality is named after Thembisile Chris Hani, 

Secretary General of the South African Communist Party, who was assassinated on 

10 April 1993. It is a semi-urban local Municipality consisting of 57 villages within which 

there are 5 (five) established townships. Kwaggafontein, which is one of the main 

townships in the municipality, was established in late 1940s by the AmaNdebele tribe 

that came from places like Ekangala and other farms that today borders the 

Mpumalanga and Gauteng provinces. The place gets its name from the animals that 

once walked and roamed the area for decades. The Quagga - which is now an extinct 

animal gave the area its name. It is called Mkobola by the locals. The rural town is 

home to the Mkobola Magistrate's Court and Kwagga Plaza (now Kwagga Mall). 
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Kwaggafontein is an modern civilised area consisting of schools, a mall (Kwagga mall) 

and a market.  The other prominent town in the municipality is KwaMhlanga, which is 

considered the spiritual home of the Ndebele tribe that settled there in the early 18th 

century. 

 

Dr JS Moroka LM: This is the smallest of six municipalities in the district, making up 

8% of its geographical area. Siyabuswa is the capital town. The municipality forms 

part of the larger economic region of the City of Tshwane, City of Johannesburg, 

Emalahleni and Steve Tshwete Municipalities, due to the fact that these areas provide 

employment opportunities to a sizable number of the municipality's population. The 

municipality is named after Dr James Sebe Moroka (16 March 1891 – 10 November 

1985), who as a medical doctor and a politician, and was the President of the African 

National Congress during the period 1949–1952. During Moroka's presidency, the 

ANC started to implement more militant tactics in fighting the country's Apartheid 

regime, and in 1952, Moroka was convicted of "statutory communism" according to 

the Suppression of Communism Act with 20 other defendants. During the trial, Moroka 

pleaded for mitigation and rejected ANC's principles of racial equality and was soon 

expelled from the party. 

 

2.3 Spatial Status 

The district is predominantly rural in nature, comprising extensive farming, nature 

reserves and mining areas. There are approximately 165 towns and villages 

distributed throughout the area. These can be classified in three main categories, 

namely towns, rural villages (mainly residential) in the Thembisile Hani and Dr JS 

Moroka LM areas and settlements associated with mining or electricity activities 

(collieries) in the southern parts of Emalahleni and Steve Tshwete LMs. Traditional 

authority areas are found in the far north-western parts of the district (KwaNdebele). 

Despite the district being predominntly rural in nature, the spatial pattern of the district 

shows that the majority of the population (60%) resides in the urban parts of the 

district, while 34% live in Traditional Authority areas and 6% on farms as shown in the 

map below. It should also be noted that 70% of the Thembisile Hani population and 

93% of the Dr JS Moroka population live in areas under Tribal Authority. 
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The second highest concentration of people in the District is found in the north-west, 

in the urban complexes of the Dr. JS Maroka and Thembisile Hani LMs. On the main, 

however, the Nkangala district has a dispersed spatial structure comprising 165 towns 

and villages. This could be ascribed mainly to the following historical and socio-

economic factors:  

 Fragmented settlement structure;  

 The distribution of natural resources (e.g. coal), which determined the location of 

many settlements; and the former homeland areas to the north, which are under 

Traditional Authority and were established under the Apartheid system; 

 This distorted spatial structure, which makes the provision of community services 

extremely costly and problematic due to the resulting duplication of facilities and 

services; 

 Engineering services, which are expensive to provide to low density small 

settlements in remote areas; and 

 The vast distances that require communities to make multiple public transport trips 

in order to access community facilities.  
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3. Social Development Profile 

3.1 Key Social Demographics 

3.1.1 Population 

The population trends and population growth directly and indirectly impact on the 

demand for services rendered by government. Ehlanzeni’s population grew from 

1 229 899 people in 2009 to 1 493 894 people in 2019. 

 
Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1803 

The population projection of Nkangala District Municipality shows an estimated 

average annual growth rate of 1.51% between 2019 and 2024. The average annual 

growth rate in the population over the forecasted period for Mpumalanga Province and 

South Africa is 1.30% and 1.35%, respectively, and is lower than that the average 

annual growth in the Nkangala District Municipality. 

 Nkangala Mpumalanga National Total 
Nkangala as 

% of province 
Nkangala as 
% of national 

2019 1,490,000 4,470,000 59,000,000 33.4% 2.5% 

2020 1,520,000 4,530,000 59,800,000 33.5% 2.5% 

2021 1,540,000 4,590,000 60,600,000 33.6% 2.5% 

2022 1,560,000 4,650,000 61,500,000 33.6% 2.5% 

2023 1,590,000 4,710,000 62,300,000 33.7% 2.5% 

2024 1,610,000 4,770,000 63,100,000 33.7% 2.6% 

Average Annual growth 

2019-2024 1.51% 1.30% 1.35%   

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946 
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3.1.2 Race, gender and age 

In 2019, the Nkangala District Municipality's population consisted of 88.95% African 

(1.33 million), 8.89% White (133 000), 1.18% Coloured (17 700) and 0.97% Asian (14 

500) people. 

 

The largest share of the population is within the young working age (25-44 years) age 

category with a total number of 501 000 or 33.5% of the total population. The age 

category with the second largest number of people is the babies and kids (0-14 years) 

age category with a total share of 28.0%, followed by the older working age (45-64 

years) age category with 248 000 people. The age category with the least number of 

people is the retired / old age (65 years and older) age category with only 85 900 

people, as reflected in the population pyramids below. 

Nkangala district's male/female split in population was 101.5 males per 100 females 

in 2019. This means that the district has significantly more males (50.37%) relative to 

South Africa (48.96%), and what is typically seen in a stable population. This is usually 

because of physical labour intensive industries such as mining. In total there were 

742 000 (49.63%) females and 752 000 (50.37%) males. This is the converse of the 

provincial picture where the female population constituted 51.37% of the total 

population of 4.47 million. 

 
6.0% 4.0% 2.0% 0.0% 2.0% 4.0% 6.0%

00-04
05-09
10-14
15-19

20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39

40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59

60-64
65-69
70-74

75+

Population structure 
Nkangala vs. South Africa, 2019

Nkangala

South Africa

Male Female

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946
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3.1.3 Households 

In 2019, the Nkangala district comprised of 440 000 households. This equates to an 

average annual growth rate of 2.96% in the number of households from 2009 to 2019. 

With an average annual growth rate of 1.96% in the total population, the average 

household size in the district is by implication decreasing. This is confirmed by the 

data where the average household size in 2009 decreased from approximately 3.7 

individuals per household to 3.4 persons per household in 2019. 

Relative to the province, the district had a higher average annual growth rate of 2.96% 

from 2009 to 2019. In contrast, the South Africa had a total of 17 million households, 

with a growth rate of 2.09%, thus growing at a lower rate than the Nkangala. 

 Nkangala Mpumalanga National Total 
Nkangala as 

% of province 
Nkangala as 
% of national 

2009 329,000 1,020,000 13,900,000 32.3% 2.4% 

2010 337,000 1,040,000 14,100,000 32.6% 2.4% 

2011 347,000 1,050,000 14,400,000 32.8% 2.4% 

2012 357,000 1,080,000 14,700,000 33.1% 2.4% 

2013 366,000 1,100,000 15,000,000 33.4% 2.4% 

2014 375,000 1,110,000 15,300,000 33.7% 2.5% 

2015 389,000 1,150,000 15,700,000 33.9% 2.5% 

2016 406,000 1,190,000 16,100,000 34.2% 2.5% 

2017 422,000 1,230,000 16,400,000 34.4% 2.6% 

2018 431,000 1,250,000 16,700,000 34.6% 2.6% 

2019 440,000 1,270,000 17,000,000 34.7% 2.6% 

 
Average Annual growth 

2009-2019 2.96% 2.21% 2.09%   

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946 
 

3.1.4 Health Profile  

In total, the Nkangala district has 117 Health care facilities, which include 74 clinics, 

22 Community Health Facilities, 8 District and Tertiary hospitals and 13 “other” 

hospitals. The largest number of facilities are concentrated in the Dr JS Moroka and 

Emalahleni LMs, with a total of 32 and 28 facilities, respectively. It is important to note 

that the district does not have a single Regional hospital. These are hospitals with 

higher capacity and serve a larger area than a local hospitals. Regional hospitals 

sometimes serve specific needs that cannot be adequately met by a local or rural 

hospital, such as treating more complex diseases and outbreaks such as ebola (and 

possibly COVID) or other obstetric and orthopaedic complications. 
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Source: Nkangala District Municipality (DC31) District Health Plan 2019/20-2021/22 

Contrary to other districts in the province of Mpumalanga, the leading cause of death 

amongst the 25-64 age group is Non-Communicable Diseases (NCD), although only 

marginally in comparison with HIV and Tuberculosis (32%) as the cause of death. 

NCD was the leading cause of death among 35% of those aged 25-64 during the 

period 2011-2015 as was the case during the period 2006-2010 at 33%. 

 

Injury was the leading cause of death for the 15-24 age group at 40% during the 2011-

2015 period. As it is the case in other districts, Non-Communicable Diseases (NCD) 

is almost exclusively the leading cause of death among the 65+ age group being the 

cause of death for 76% during the 2011 – 2015 period.  

 

The maternal, perinatal and nutritional conditions is quite high as the leading cause of 

death among those aged 5 years and below at 73% during 2011-2015 period, thus 

making this condition one of the three main cause of death in the district, i.e., NCD 

(44%), HIV and TB (30%) and maternal, perinatal and nutritional conditions (22%). 

 
Source: Ehlanzeni District Municipality (DC32) District Health Plan 2019/20-2021/22 
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General Health challenges in the district include the following: 

 Inadequate number of PHC facilities in relation to population size especially in 

Emalahleni and Steve Tshwete. 

 Old infrastructure in some clinics ,especially in Dr JS Moroka and Thembisile Hani. 

 Inability to operate newly opened Community Health Centres on a 24 hour basis 

due to shortage of staff. 

 Inadequate security services in hospitals and clinics. 

 Shortage of ambulances leading to long response time (due to aging fleet and 

general shortage). 

 

3.2 COVID-19 

The infographic below shows the number of COVID-19 cases recorded across the 

province and in the district as at 25 June 2020. The information is captured from the 

Mpumalanga Health Department’s website.  

 

 As at 25 June 2020, MP had conducted 4 383 395 COVID-19 screening tests 

across the province. 
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 MP had 777 confirmed positive cases of COVID-19. 

 MP had 207 recovered cases (26.6%; 207/777). 

 Nkangala district (50.0%; 389/777) had the highest number of positive cases in 

MP. 

 Recovery rate in Nkangala district (41/389) is at 10.5%, and zero deaths.  

 MP had 2 COVID-19 related death (Ehlanzeni District). 

 

3.2.1 Quarantine Facilities Available and Assessed 
 

District  
Quarantine  

site 
Number of 

beds  

Number of 
people 

quarantined 

Number of 
people tested 

positive 

Total no 

remaining 

Number 
released from 

quarantine 

Nkangala SS Skhosana 24 17 0 0 17 

 

Zithabiseni 

Resort 

(closed) 

112 115 1 0 115 

 
Bigbear 

Guest House 
 1 0 0 1 

 TOTAL 139 133 1 0 133 

 There are 3 quarantine facilities assessed and only 2 are available for use in the 

Nkangala District. 

 In total, 24 beds are available in the district considering that the facility with a 

significantly higher number of beds (112) was closed down due to failure meet 

basic health standards. 

 A total of 133 people have been quarantined. 

It is evident from this information that there are major challenges with quarantine 

facilities in the Nkangala district. 

3.2.2 Community Screening and Testing 

As at 25 June 2020, the Nkangala district had the highest number of positive cases in 

Mpumalanga, constituting 50.0% of all positive cases in the province. In numerical 

terms, the were 389 positive case in Nkangala, with a recovery rate of 10.5% (41/389) 

and zero deaths.  
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3.3 Poverty Dimensions 

3.3.1 Distribution 
 
The upper poverty line is defined by StatsSA as the level of consumption at which 

individuals are able to purchase both sufficient food and non-food items without 

sacrificing one for the other. This variable measures the number of individuals living 

below that particular level of consumption for the given area, and is balanced directly 

to the official upper poverty rate as measured by StatsSA.  

 

In 2019, there were 855 000 people living in poverty, using the upper poverty line 

definition, across the Nkangala district - this is 12.45% higher than the 761 000 in 

2009.  The percentage of people living in poverty has decreased from 61.85% in 2009 

to 57.26% in 2019, which indicates a decrease of 4.59 percentage points. 

 

In 2019, the population group with the highest percentage of people living in poverty 

was the African population group with a total of 63.3% people living in poverty, using 

the upper poverty line definition. The proportion of the African population group, living 

in poverty, decreased by 5.44 percentage points, as can be seen by the change from 

68.70% in 2009 to 63.26% in 2019.  In 2019, 3.88% of the White population group 

lived in poverty, as compared to the 3.71% in 2009. The Asian and the Coloured 

population group saw a decrease in the percentage of people living in poverty, with a 

decrease of -2.25 and 2.74 percentage points respectively. 
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 African White Coloured Asian 

2009 68.7% 3.7% 44.1% 13.8% 

2010 63.2% 3.3% 41.3% 11.0% 

2011 57.4% 2.5% 36.7% 6.9% 

2012 57.5% 2.3% 38.6% 7.1% 

2013 58.2% 2.0% 40.7% 7.4% 

2014 58.9% 1.9% 41.7% 7.8% 

2015 59.1% 2.3% 41.2% 8.3% 

2016 61.2% 3.1% 42.5% 11.0% 

2017 62.5% 3.6% 43.1% 13.1% 

2018 62.6% 3.7% 42.0% 14.9% 

2019 63.3% 3.9% 41.4% 16.0% 

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946 

3.3.2 Inequality 
 
In 2019, the Gini coefficient in Nkangala district was at 0.602, which reflects a 

decrease in the number over the ten-year period from 2009 to 2019.  The Mpumalanga 

Province and South Africa, both had a more unequal spread of income amongst their 

residents (at 0.604 and 0.63 respectively) when compared to Nkangala District 

Municipality.   

 

When segmenting the Nkangala District Municipality into population groups, it can be 

seen that the Gini coefficient for the African population group increased the most 

amongst the population groups with an average annual growth rate of 0.45%. The Gini 

0.57
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Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946
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coefficient for the Asian population group decreased the most with an average annual 

growth rate of -0.65%. 

 African White Coloured Asian 

2009 0.56 0.44 0.54 0.47 

2019 0.59 0.43 0.52 0.44 

 

Average Annual growth 

2009-2019 0.45% -0.03% -0.48% -0.65% 

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946 

It was estimated that in 2019, 14.81% of all the households in the Nkangala District 

Municipality, were living on R30,000 or less per annum. In comparison with 2009's 

32.24%, the number is close to half. The 192000-360000 income category has the 

highest number of households with a total number of 55 000, followed by the 54000-

72000 income category with 45 600 households. Only 41 households fall within the 0-

2400 income category. 

 Nkangala Mpumalanga National Total 
Nkangala as 

% of province 
Nkangala as 
% of national 

0-2400 41 117 1,580 35.2% 2.6% 

2400-6000 774 2,280 31,100 33.9% 2.5% 

6000-12000 7,570 23,000 305,000 33.0% 2.5% 

12000-18000 14,700 45,600 597,000 32.3% 2.5% 

18000-30000 42,600 138,000 1,750,000 30.8% 2.4% 

30000-42000 45,000 143,000 1,790,000 31.4% 2.5% 

42000-54000 40,100 122,000 1,610,000 32.9% 2.5% 

54000-72000 45,600 137,000 1,780,000 33.2% 2.6% 

72000-96000 43,900 128,000 1,620,000 34.4% 2.7% 

96000-132000 43,600 121,000 1,560,000 36.2% 2.8% 

132000-192000 43,400 116,000 1,500,000 37.4% 2.9% 

192000-360000 55,000 142,000 1,920,000 38.7% 2.9% 

360000-600000 33,600 84,000 1,270,000 40.0% 2.6% 

600000-1200000 21,200 51,600 934,000 41.0% 2.3% 

1200000-2400000 5,930 13,900 321,000 42.6% 1.8% 

2400000+ 713 1,570 53,900 45.3% 1.3% 

Total 444,000 1,270,000 17,000,000 35.0% 2.6% 

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946 

 

For the period 2009 to 2019 the number of households earning more than R30,000 

per annum has increased from 67.76% to 85.19%. furthermore, the number of 
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households with income equal to or lower than R6,000 per year has decreased by a 

significant number. 

3.3.3 Employment/Unemployed 
 
In 2019, there were 218 000 people unemployed in Nkangala, which is an increase of 

86 400 from 132 000 in 2009. The total number of unemployed people within Nkangala 

constitutes 36.10% of the total number of unemployed people in Mpumalanga 

Province. The Nkangala District Municipality experienced an average annual increase 

of 5.18% in the number of unemployed people, which is better than that of the 

Mpumalanga Province which had an average annual increase in unemployment of 

5.39%. 

 Nkangala Mpumalanga National Total 

2009 29.6% 26.7% 24.3% 

2010 31.3% 28.2% 24.9% 

2011 32.3% 29.2% 25.1% 

2012 31.8% 29.4% 25.1% 

2013 31.4% 29.0% 25.2% 

2014 30.7% 28.4% 25.2% 

2015 30.4% 28.3% 25.5% 

2016 31.4% 29.5% 26.4% 

2017 32.6% 31.2% 27.2% 

2018 33.2% 32.2% 27.4% 

2019 34.3% 33.5% 28.2% 

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946 

 

During this period, the unemployment rate in Nkangala District Municipality (based on 

the official definition of unemployment) was 34.29%, which is an increase of 4.65 

percentage points. The unemployment rate in Nkangala District Municipality is higher 

than that of Mpumalanga. The unemployment rate for South Africa was 28.21% in 

2019, which is a increase of -3.91 percentage points from 24.31% in 2009. 
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The working age population in Nkangala in 2019 was 989 000, increasing at an 

average annual rate of 2.02% since 2009. For the same period the working age 

population for Mpumalanga Province increased at 1.49% annually, while that of South 

Africa increased at 1.62% annually. 

 
Nkangala Mpumalanga National Total 

2009 2019 2009 2019 2009 2019 

15-19 127,000 112,000 437,000 384,000 5,250,000 4,620,000 

20-24 139,000 127,000 439,000 395,000 5,310,000 4,870,000 

25-29 119,000 146,000 362,000 427,000 4,570,000 5,500,000 

30-34 93,500 149,000 279,000 419,000 3,780,000 5,520,000 

35-39 80,300 118,000 236,000 332,000 3,300,000 4,580,000 

40-44 69,000 87,700 199,000 246,000 2,810,000 3,590,000 

45-49 60,000 75,200 169,000 205,000 2,470,000 3,050,000 

50-54 50,700 67,400 140,000 173,000 2,100,000 2,560,000 

55-59 40,600 56,500 111,000 147,000 1,700,000 2,220,000 

60-64 30,800 49,300 85,600 120,000 1,360,000 1,850,000 

Total 810,000 989,000 2,460,000 2,850,000 32,700,000 38,400,000 
Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946 
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 Ehlanzeni Gert Sibande Nkangala 
Total  

 Mpumalanga 

Agriculture 46,500 23,200 16,100 85,759 

Mining 7,760 27,800 61,800 97,313 

Manufacturing 30,300 34,000 27,900 92,187 

Electricity 3,100 5,890 14,400 23,435 

Construction 37,500 26,100 29,300 92,864 

Trade 111,000 72,100 63,200 246,134 

Transport 21,000 14,700 17,300 52,993 

Finance 55,800 41,200 44,000 141,026 

Community services 102,000 59,700 55,800 217,436 

Households 45,300 22,800 27,900 96,017 

Total 460,000 328,000 358,000 1,145,165 

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946 
 

There are 358 000 people in employment within its district. The district that employs 

the highest number of people relative to the other districts within Mpumalanga 

Province is Ehlanzeni district municipality with a total number of 460 000. The district 

municipality that employs the lowest number of people relative to the other regions 

within Mpumalanga Province is Gert Sibande district municipality with a total number 

of 328 000 employed people. 
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The economic sectors that recorded the largest number of employment in 2019 were 

the trade sector with a total of 63 200 employed people or 17.7% of total employment 

in the district municipality. The mining sector with a total of 61 800 (17.3%) employs 

the second highest number of people relative to the rest of the sectors. The electricity 

sector with 14 400 (4.0%) is the sector that employs the least number of people in 

Nkangala District Municipality, followed by the agriculture sector with 16 100 (4.5%) 

people employed. 

3.3.4 Crime 
 
Property crime is a major form of crime for all the regions in the Mpumalanga province, 

relative to violent crime.  

 

The graph below shows that for the period 2008/2009 to 2018/2019 overall crime has 

decreased at an average annual rate of 3.77% within the Nkangala District 

Municipality. Violent crime decreased by 4.10% since 2008/2009, while property 

crimes decreased by 2.11% between the 2008/2009 and 2018/2019 financial years. 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

Nkangala Mpumalanga National Total

Overall, Violent and Property Crime Index 
Nkangala, Mpumalanga and National Total, 2018/2019 

OverallCrime Index Violent Crime Index Property Crime Index

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946



PROFILE: NKANGALA DISTRICT 
 

26

 

3.4  Education and Skills 

The District has 502 schools spread across the six Municipalities. Of the 502 schools, 

133 are Secondary Schools, 13 are Combined Schools whilst 356 are Primary 

Schools. There are 20 Circuits in the District with Dr JS Moroka and Thembisile with 

the highest number of Circuits. 

One of the two campuses of the University of Mpumalanga is also located in this 
district, in the town of Siyabuswa, under the Dr JS Moroka Local Municipality, 
commonly referred to as the Siyabuswa Campus. 

The other tertiary institution is the Nkangala TVET College, which was formed in 2003 

with the merger of Witbank, Middelburg, Mpondozankomo and CN Mahlangu 

campuses (formerly Technical Colleges). Waterval boven Campus was transferred in 

2011 from Ehlanzen FET College. The College is the largest educational institution in 

the Mpumalanga Province, serving the community of the Nkangala region. CN 

Mahlangu and Waterval Boven are the predominately rural. 

The majority of the learners are drawn primarily from the urban areas of Witbank and 

Middelburg that are the most densely populated areas in the entire region. The 

remainder of the students comes from the rural areas of former Kwa-Ndebele and 

Waterval boven. In 2007, 719 students were enrolled in NC(V) programmes and 
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11,917 students in Nated 191 courses. More than 95% of our students come from the 

previously disadvantaged groups. 

The number of people without any schooling in Nkangala District Municipality accounts 

for 28.71% of the number of people without schooling in the province and a total share 

of 3.51% of the national. In 2019, the number of people in Nkangala District 

Municipality with a matric only was 299,000 which is a share of 36.60% of the 

province's total number of people that has obtained a matric. The number of people 

with a matric and a Postgrad degree constitutes 31.48% of the province and 1.38% of 

the national. 

 Nkangala Mpumalanga National Total 
Nkangala as 

% of province 
Nkangala as 
% of national 

No schooling 74,700 260,000 2,130,000 28.7% 3.5% 
Grade 0-2 14,900 50,200 660,000 29.6% 2.3% 
Grade 3-6 70,900 212,000 3,080,000 33.4% 2.3% 
Grade 7-9 142,000 395,000 6,170,000 36.0% 2.3% 
Grade 10-11 248,000 658,000 9,070,000 37.7% 2.7% 
Certificate / 
diploma 
without matric 

5,960 15,000 182,000 39.6% 3.3% 

Matric only 299,000 816,000 11,300,000 36.6% 2.6% 
Matric  
certificate / 
diploma 

75,900 189,000 2,330,000 40.1% 3.2% 

Matric  
Bachelors 
degree 

24,200 76,800 1,760,000 31.5% 1.4% 

Matric  
Postgrad 
degree 

7,650 23,800 796,000 32.1% 1.0% 

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946 
 
4. Drivers of the Economy 

4.1 Structure of the Economy 

The Nkangala district had a total GDP of R 146 billion in 2019, up from R 69.6 billion 

in 2009. The district contributed 37.98% to the Mpumalanga Province GDP of 

R 383 billion in 2019. The district contributed 2.87% to the GDP of South Africa which 

had a total GDP of R 5.08 trillion in 2019. Its contribution to the national economy 

stayed similar in importance from 2009 when it contributed 2.78% to South Africa, but 

it is lower than the peak of 3.08% in 2012. 
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The greatest contributor to the Nkangala district’s economy is the Emalahleni Local 

Municipality with a share of 46.66% or R 67.9 billion, increasing from R 35.5 billion in 

2009. The economy with the lowest contribution is the Emakhazeni Local Municipality 

with R 4.22 billion growing from R 1.97 billion in 2009. 

The Nkangala district's economy is made up of various industries, including mining, 

manufacturing, electricity, trade and community services, among others. According to 

the IHS Markit report, in 2019, the mining sector (38.7%) was the largest within the 

district, accounting for R 51.7 billion of the total GVA in the district municipality's 

economy. The sector that contributes the second most to the GVA of the Nkangala 

district is the community services sector at 11.3%, followed by the electricity sector 

with 11.1%. The sector that contributes the least to the economy of Nkangala District 

Municipality is the agriculture sector with a contribution of R 2.23 billion or 1.67% of 

the total GVA. 
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In terms of the localities within the district municipality, the Emalahleni Local 

Municipality made the largest contribution to the community services sector at 34.99% 

of the district.  As a whole, the Emalahleni Local Municipality contributed R 63.6 billion 

or 47.57% to the GVA of the Nkangala District Municipality, making it the largest 

contributor to the overall GVA of the Nkangala District Municipality. 

4.1.1 Primary Sector 

The primary sector, which consists of two broad economic sectors namely; the mining 

and the agricultural sectors, contributes the most to the Gross Value Added within the 

Nkangala district at 40.3%. This is significantly higher than the national economy 

(10.4%). The following chart represents the average growth rate in the GVA for both 

of these sectors in Nkangala district from 2009 to 2019. 

 

Between 2009 and 2019, the agriculture sector experienced the highest positive 

growth in 2017 with an average growth rate of 23.1%. The mining sector reached its 

highest point of growth of 4.6% in 2014. The agricultural sector experienced the lowest 

growth for the period during 2016 at -9.0%, while the mining sector reached its lowest 

point of growth in 2015 at -3.3%. Both the agriculture and mining sectors were 

generally characterised by volatility in growth over the period. 
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4.1.2 Secondary Sector 

The secondary sector consists of three broad economic sectors namely; the 

manufacturing, electricity and the construction sector. The following chart represents 

the average growth rates in the GVA for these sectors in Nkangala district from 2009 

to 2019. The sector contributed the least at 24.4% to the GVA of the district. 

 

 

Between 2009 and 2019, the manufacturing sector experienced the highest positive 

growth in 2010 with a growth rate of 4.6%. The construction sector reached its highest 

growth in 2009 at 10.4%. The manufacturing sector experienced its lowest growth in 

2019 of -11.5%, while construction sector reached its lowest point of growth in 2019 

with -3.5% growth rate. The electricity sector experienced the highest growth in 2018 

at 1.3%, while it recorded the lowest growth of -2.1% in 2015.  

4.1.3 Tertiary Sector 

The tertiary sector consists of four broad economic sectors namely the trade, 

transport, finance and the community services sector. The tertiary sector contributed 

a total of 35.2% to the district’s GVA, ranking second. 
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The following chart represents the average growth rates in the GVA for these sectors 

in Nkangala district from 2009 to 2019. 

 

The trade sector experienced the highest positive growth in 2012 with a growth rate of 

3.3%. The transport sector reached its highest point of growth in 2014 at 3.2%. The 

finance sector experienced the highest growth rate in 2012 when it grew by 3.7% and 

recorded the lowest growth rate in 2010 at -1.1%. The Trade sector had the lowest 

growth rate in 2019 at -0.6%. The community services sector, which largely consists 

of government, experienced its highest positive growth in 2013 with 2.8% and the 

lowest growth rate in 2010 with -0.6%. 

In terms of the Sector Growth forecast, trade sector is expected to grow fastest at an 

average of 1.21% annually from R 8.06 billion to R 8.56 billion in 2024. The mining 

sector is estimated to be the largest sector within the Nkangala district in 2024, with a 

total share of 41.8% of the total GVA, growing at an average annual rate of -0.1%. The 

sector that is estimated to grow the slowest is the construction sector with an average 

annual growth rate of -3.48%. 
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5. Service Delivery 

5.1  Water and Sanitation 

In 2018, the Nkangala district had a total number of 239 000 flush toilets (54.96% of 

total households), 77 500 Ventilation Improved Pit (VIP) (17.85% of total households) 

and 108 000 (24.95% of total households had pit toilets). 

 

The region with the highest number of flush toilets is Emalahleni Local Municipality 

with 109 000 or a share of 45.60% of the flush toilets within Nkangala. The region with 

the lowest number of flush toilets is Dr JS Moroka Local Municipality with a total of 8 

760 or a share of 3.67% of the total flush toilets within Nkangala District Municipality. 

 

With regards to access to water, Nkangala had a total number of 163 000 (or 37.60%) 

households with piped water inside the dwelling, a total of 203 000 (46.81%) 

households had piped water inside the yard and a total number of 11 000 (2.54%) 

households had no formal piped water. 
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The localities within Nkangala district with the highest number of households with 

piped water inside the dwelling is Emalahleni Local Municipality with 76 600 or a share 

of 46.90% of the households with piped water inside the dwelling within Nkangala 

District Municipality. The region with the lowest number of households with piped water 

inside the dwelling is Emakhazeni Local Municipality with a total of 6 930 or a share of 

4.25% of the total households with piped water inside the dwelling within Nkangala 

District Municipality. 

5.2 Human Settlements 

Nkangala district had a total number of 156 000 (35.90% of total households) very 

formal dwelling units, a total of 208 000 (48.03% of total households) formal dwelling 

units and a total number of 32 200 (7.42% of total households) informal dwelling units. 
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The region within the Nkangala District Municipality with the highest number of very 

formal dwelling units is the Emalahleni Local Municipality with 78 400 or a share of 

50.29% of the total very formal dwelling units within Nkangala District Municipality. 

The region with the lowest number of very formal dwelling units is the Thembisile Hani 

Local Municipality with a total of 4 610 or a share of 2.96% of the total very formal 

dwelling units within Nkangala District Municipality. 

When looking at the formal dwelling unit backlog (number of households not living in 

a formal dwelling) over time, it can be seen that in 2008 the number of households not 

living in a formal dwelling were 59 300 within the Nkangala district. From 2008, this 

number increased annually at 1.64% to 69 800 in 2018. 

 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Nkangala Mpumalanga National Total

Households by dwelling unit type  
Nkangala, Mpumalanga and National Total, 2018

Other dwelling type

Traditional

Informal

Formal

Very Formal

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Formal dwelling backlog 
Nkangala, 2008-2018

Formal dwelling backlog

Source: IHS Markit Regional eXplorer version 1946



PROFILE: NKANGALA DISTRICT 35 
 

5.3 Electricity  

The Nkangala district had a total number of 31 400 (7.25%) households with electricity 

for lighting only, a total of 346 000 (79.74%) households had electricity for lighting and 

other purposes and a total number of 56 500 (13.02%) households did not use 

electricity. 

 
 
The locality within Nkangala with the highest number of households with electricity for 

lighting and other purposes is Emalahleni Local Municipality with 106 000 or a share 

of 30.74% of the households with electricity for lighting and other purposes within 

Nkangala District Municipality. The Region with the lowest number of households with 

electricity for lighting and other purposes is Emakhazeni Local Municipality with a total 

of 7 620 or a share of 2.20% of the total households with electricity for lighting and 

other purposes within Nkangala District Municipality. 

5.4 Waste Management  

Nkangala had a total number of 222 000 (51.15%) households which had their refuse 

removed weekly by the authority, a total of 7 600 (1.75%) households had their refuse 

removed less often than weekly by the authority and a total number of 164 000 

(37.67%) households which had to remove their refuse personally (own dump). 
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The locality within Nkangala that had the highest number of households where the 

refuse is removed weekly by the authority is Emalahleni Local Municipality with 106 

000 or a share of 47.53% of the households where the refuse is removed weekly by 

the authority within Nkangala. The region with the lowest number of households where 

the refuse is removed weekly by the authority is Thembisile Hani Local Municipality 

with a total of 5 370 or a share of 2.42% of the total households where the refuse is 

removed weekly by the authority within the district municipality. 

 

Available data further indicates that in 2008, the number of households with no formal 

refuse removal in Nkangala district was 167 000, this increased annually at 2.06% per 

annum to 204 000 in 2018. The total number of households within the district 

increased at an average annual rate of 3.06% from 2008 to 2018, which is higher than 

the annual increase of 2.13% in the number of households in South Africa. With high 

in-migration into a region, the number of households increased exponentially, putting 

additional strain on household infrastructure. 

5.5 Transport  

The 2019/20 IDP of the Nkangala DM indicates that the district municipality does not 

have as a core function the responsibility of Municipal Roads in its jurisdiction and 

therefore does not have road assets or infrastructure. However, the district will 

upgrade and develop roads infrastructure on request by the constituent local 
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municipalities. In this regard, the district from time to time provides support to all the 

locals to ensure that road accessibility is improved as detailed in the Table below: 

 
Storm water and roads status quo in Nkangala District 

(Source: 2019/20 NDM IDP) 

In addition, the following municipal access roads are in place in the Nkangala District.  

 
Municipal Access Roads in Nkangala District 

(Source: 2019/20 NDM IDP) 

The IDP situational analysis indicates that there is a flow of heavy vehicles on these 

roads leading to congestion of the roads. As a result, there is a need to upgrade these 

roads and initiate an alternative transportation mode in order to aid the decongestion 

of these routes. Reviving rail freight network for coal haulage is one crucial element 

that can help in the decongestion of these coal haul roads. Ultimately, there is a need 

for a gradual shift from mining oriented sectors to the sustainable economic sectors to 

maintain sustained growth of the provincial economy.  
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6. Governance and Management  

6.1 Municipality Performance 

The District Municipality and two other locals (Steve Tshwete LM and Thembisile Hani 

LM) are the only ones that have consistently performed well on audit outcomes during 

the three years between 2016/17 and 2018/19 Financial Years. The other four local 

municipalities have constantly achieved poor audit outcomes during this period. Most 

concerning are the adverse findings in Victor Khanye, Dr JS Moroka and Emakhazeni 

LMs. 

 

Name of 
Municipality 

2016/17 2017/18 Audit Opinion for 2018/19 

Nkangala DM Clean Audit Unqualified Clean Audit 

Steve Tshwete LM Unqualified Unqualified 
Unqualified with material findings  on Investment 
Assets and Intangible Assets, UIF 

Emakhazeni LM Qualified Qualified 
Adverse  with findings on: 
Cashflow Statement, Distribution Losses, Material 
Impairments, UIF 

Victor Khanye LM Qualified Qualified 
Disclaimer  with findings on: distribution losses  
PPE, Investment Assets and Intangible Assets 

Thembisile Hani LM Unqualified Unqualified 
Qualified on Cashflow Statement, PPE, Investment 
Assets, Intangible Assets 

Dr JS Moroka LM Qualified Adverse Still busy with the audit  

Emalahleni LM Qualified Qualified 
Qualified on Cashflow Statement, PPE, Investment 
Assets, Intangible Assets 

 

6.2 Municipal Capacity 

The 2018 Capacity Assessment report of the Municipal Demarcation Board (MDB) has 

identified only 5.8% vacancy rate in the Nkangala District Municipality. Vacancies at 

Senior Management level were however higher at 40% in 2016/17 and 20% in 

2017/18. In addition, only 56.16% of staff have some form of tertiary qualification. On 

financial matters, the District Municipality recorded a 15.91% decrease in operating 

expenditure, 265.02% increase in capital budgets, and 13.58% increase in staffing 

budgets. 

6.3 Traditional Affairs Governance 

There are 13 Senior Traditional Leaders in the Nkangala District, located in the two 

local municipalities of Thembisile Hani and Dr JS Moroka. There are also 110 
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Headmen and Headwomen in the District, located in the same local municipalities. 

Only 9 of the 10 Senior Tradition Leaders participate in the District councils while all 

10 participate in their respective local councils.  

DISTRICT LOCALS 
SENIOR TRADITIONAL 

LEADER 
HEADMAN /  

HEADWOMEN 

Nkangala DM 

Thembisile Hani LM 5 48 

Dr JS Moroka LM 8 62 

TOTAL 13 110 

Number of Traditional Leaders in the Nkangala DM 

The Map below is a depiction of areas with traditional leadership presence.  

 
Areas with Traditional Leadership presence 

 

7. Projects to Diversify and Grow People and the Economy  

7.1 Social Development Projects  

Increasing the supply of Social Workers, Community Development Workers, and Child 

and Youth Care Workers to respond to the NDM demand profile has been identified 

by the District as a very critical Social Development Project. 
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7.2 Spatial Development  

The following are the spatial development project identified by the District: 

1) That Nkangala District to engage Housing Development Agency (HDA) on the 

requirements to apply for funding (procurement of private owned land for LMs). 

 

2) LMs and NDM to start investing on installation of bulk services in the greenfield 

township establishment projects ( to address the gap market). 

 
3) Human settlement projects should only be allowed in Priority Housing 

Development Areas identified in Municipal Spatial Development Frameworks. 

 
4) Establish a ‘spatial contract’ binding on all spheres of government and implement 

effective land-use management policies in Municipal Spatial Development 

Frameworks and Land Use Schemes that control environmental and social cost of 

new developments. This can be supplemented by environmental overlay plans in 

Land Use Schemes to assist/ inform decisions pertaining to land use rights. 

 
5) Engage with DARDLEA to solicit ways and means to demarcate and legally protect 

all high potential agricultural land in the District. 

 
6) Incrementally eradicate informal settlements through implementation of an 

extensive Upgrading of Informal Settlement Programme. 

7.3 Infrastructure Projects  

1) To Conduct Comprehensive infrastructure and service Demand and Supply 

Management in the District  

2) Develop and Implement Comprehensive Infrastructure Maintenance and 

Expansion Management Programme  

3) To Actively Promote a Shift towards Renewable Energy in the District  

4) Provide Comprehensive and Sustainable Public Transport Services to Serve the 

Needs of all Communities in the District  

5) Make high-speed broadband internet available to all communities/ institutions in 

the Nkangala District – also in the rural areas; 

7.4 Economic Projects  

The NDM’s LED Strategy has identified several Targeted Anchor Projects that are 

linked to the pillars of the economy in the District as listed below.  
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Project Name   Purpose  Location 
Required 

Investment 

Fly Ash 
Beneficiation 
Plant 

Development of fly-ash beneficiation incubator 
using the ash from the Eskom power stations to 
manufacture value added products such as: 
cement, bricks, fertilizer etc.  

ELM R105 million 

Steel and Metal 
Fabrication Hub 

This project aims to improve the performance of 
the steel manufacturing industry through 
developing a centre of excellence and training 
centre for steel beneficiation.  

STLM R87 million 

Establishment of 
a Bio-Gas Plant  

This project involves processing organic waste 
to generate energy. 

DRJSM R80 million 

Green Economy 
Hub Recycling 
Plant 

Developing a municipal waste recycling facility 
to support recycling of paper, plastic, cans, 
steel.   

THLM R 30 million 

Establishment of 
the Nkangala 
International 
Airport 

A new international Airport is planned Nkangala 
to cater for cargo and passenger airlines  

VKLM R4.5 Billion 

High Altitude 
Sports centre 

The construction of the high-altitude Sports 
centre aims to promote employment and 
recreation for the youth  

Emakhazeni R5.3 Billion 

Establishment of 
Glass Recycling 
Plant 

A Glass recycling plant is planned for DR JS 
Moroka, where cooperatives are already 
involved in collecting waste glass and effectively 
supplying to Console Glass. 

Dr JS 
Moroka 

R1.7 Billion 

Establishment of 
Catalytic 
Converter Plant 

This project would involve manufacture of 
catalytic converters. South Africa supplies 10% 
of catalytic converters and has further potential 
for up to 30% global market share. 

Steve 
Tshwete 

R103 Million 

Establishment of 
a Mining 
Museum and 
Convention 
centre 

The museum initiative is expected to contain 
visual displays as well as facts about coal, and 
other mining products in the province. Also, 
Emalahleni means place of coal and has a rich 
mining history going back to 1896. The museum 
will be able to add new, diversifying component 
to the tourism products of the town and the 
region as well as promote historical and 
educational value. 

Emalahleni R256 Million 

Resuscitation of 
the sawmill 
project 

This is an existing project which is on sale and 
has been operational (and profit making) for 
three decades. This project has potential for job 
creation and skills development among the 
youth. 

Emakhazeni R27 Million 
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7.5 Environmental management projects  

1) Establish Environmental Management Structures supported by focused, 

institutionalised capacity building in order to facilitate the implementation of 

Environmental Sustainability Programmes; 

2) Establish a professional water laboratory servicing all the LMs, 

3) Continuously monitor the quality of water in rivers, dams and boreholes, and 

sewage treatment works discharges to the main watercourses. 

8. Key Recommendations  

8.1  Integrated Development Plan Priorities  

Flowing from the 2018 IDP Indaba held at Nkangala District Municipality, the plenary 

made the following recommendations on electricity: 

Objective   Strategies 
Recommendations / 
Resolution   

Improve 

access to 

electricity & 

community 

lightning 

• Municipalities to construct their own substations to 

be able to store energy and minimise the 

charges/penalties; and purchase electricity in bulk. 

• Revenue enhancement projects (Installation of 

electricity prepaid meters).  

• Alternative ways/method to secure solar panels. 

• Investigation of renewable energy. 

• All street light in local municipalities to be 

energised with solar energy. Introduction of energy 

savings technology in municipal building. 

Engage with National 

Energy Regulation of 

South Africa (NERSA) 

on alternative energy 

sources and licencing of 

Municipalities to provide 

power. 

Loskop and Rust 
De Winter 
Tourism Belt 

This initiative seeks to utilise the current nature 
reserves for tourist attraction, and market them 
as a tourism belt. The reserves include Mdala, 
Mkhombo, SS Skhosana, Mabusa, Loskop 
nature reserves, as well Rust De Winter, some 
parts of Moloto, KwaMhlanga, Klipfotein, Loding 
Almansdrift, Mdala Nature Reserve, 
Mkhombo/Rhensterkop Dam, Rooikoppen Dam, 
Rust De Winter Dam including some major 
tourist sites like General Smuts House in the 
Rust de Winter area. 

Dr JS 
Moroka 
and 
Thembisile 

R100 million 

Establishment of 
SME Hub 

The SME hub will provide incubation services 
for small businesses. This initiative will seek to 
move SMEs up the value chain and effectively 
create jobs. 

Victor 
Khanye 

25 Million 
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8.2 Investor and Sponsorship opportunities   

According to the 2019/20 of the District, the municipality will embark on a process to 

solicit private investors for the development of Emakhazeni High Altitude Training 

Center. The municipality has made provision for R27.6 million in the 2019/20 Budget 

Allocation towards the project whose overall calls will be in the region of R5.1 billion. 
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